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On May 1st, 2019 the departments 
of Modern Languages and Literatures 
and Spanish and Latino Studies, 
hosted a reception to launch the 
B.A. in Language, Business & 
Culture. Guests, included business 
representatives, political figures, 
alumni, and university faculty who 
came together to celebrate this unique 
academic program linking the learning 
of world languages and cultures 
(students choose one from Arabic, 
French, German, Italian or Spanish) to 
the business world.

Prof. Enza Antenos, Program 
Director and Italian professor, 
welcomed guests and explained that 
the new degree program addresses 
the need to prepare students for 
success in the global marketplace. 
Robert Friedman, Dean of the 
College of Humanities and Social 
Sciences, and Greg Cant, Dean of 
the Feliciano School of Business, 
underscored the importance of the 
two colleges partnering to develop the 
innovative degree. Prof. Teresa Fiore, 
Inserra Chair in Italian and Italian 
American Studies, spoke to internship 
opportunities made possible by the 

endowment in the rich and diverse 
ecosystem of the Italian economy in 
the greater New York area.

Language, Business & Culture 
formalizes something Montclair’s 
language students have already 
successfully achieved: careers in the 
global marketplace. Student guest 
speaker Emilia D’Albero, who held 
various positions at Eataly, confirmed 
that she had a competitive edge in 
her career because of her studies and 
opportunities afforded to her through 
the Italian program.

Italy, according to ICE figures, 
brings as much as 8.9% of its export 
market overseas towards the United 
States. There are also over 1000 Italian 
companies with a presence in the U.S. 
and approximately 7500 American 
companies doing business with Italy. 
Do we truly appreciate how significant 
the Italian language and culture are 
in a global marketplace? Is Italian 
an essential skill for professional 
careers beyond teaching? Language, 
Business & Culture provides an 
answer to these questions, and 
establishes a more immediate and 
meaningful connection for students, 
making language study relevant.

The major will provide students 
with opportunities to explore 
contemporary narratives of Italian 
language and culture through the 
perspective of business. It proposes 
a connection between the language 
and culture to the nation’s business 
and economy, unifying a student’s 
pre-existing knowledge of Italian 
products and their presence in the 
global marketplace, to the language 
and cultural background that is 
communicated by these products. 
It bridges the Made in Italy to the 
cultural know-how and excellence 

that creates them. A required element 
is an international experience (local 
internships with Italian companies, or 
an internship in Italy): an experiential 
learning opportunity to activate various 
forms of knowledge in a hands-on 
context that allows students to have 
direct contact with the professional 
world before graduating. To this end, the 
Italian faculty is very grateful to the New 
Jersey Italian Heritage Commission 
and the Coccia Foundation for their 
generosity and continued support of 
students of Italian, making possible 
additional internships for majors in 
Language, Business & Culture.

E s t a b l i s h i n g  s u s t a i n a b l e 
relationships between the University, 
Italian businesses and the Italian 
community is essential for student 
success. Language, Business & 
Culture will prepare proficient language 
students so they are functioning, 
effective and educated citizens of the 
global community.

Enza Antenos, PhD
Italian Professor, Modern 
Languages & Literatures

Program Director, Language, 
Business & Culture BA

At Montclair State, Business Speaks Italian 
(and Arabic, German, French and Spanish too!)

Coccia Foundation Trustees Joseph 
Agresti, UNICO PNP and Diana M. Zoino, 

NJIHC Chair Robert DiBiase, Dean of 
CHSS Dr. Robert Friedman and Director of 

Coccia Institute Dr. Mary Ann Re.
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 Our fourth and fifth annual La Befana programs were held once again at the Oakeside Cultural Center in 

Bloomfield, New Jersey.  The children enjoyed arts and crafts, storytelling, a sing-a-long and dancing. The enthusiasm 

and passion of Marylou Romano and D’Italia Programs were remarkable in helping us keep this Italian folk tradition 

alive!  How wonderful it was to see the children’s eyes widen with wonder of just who La Befana was and why she 

was searching for Baby Jesus.  Everyone who attended learned about the Christian feast of the Epiphany and how 

La Befana filled the children’s stockings.

Viva! Viva! La Befana
FOURTH AND FIFTH CELEBRATION

Italian Language Awards - K-12 Sponsored by the Paragano Family Foundation

Cavaliere Nazario “Larry” Paragano passed away on March 29, 2016. 
Larry was a pillar of the Italian American community and an ambassador 
of Coccia Foundation. He was an extraordinary man that will never be 
forgotten. Coccia Foundation is proud to continue to collaborate with 
the Paragano Family Foundation in promoting and preserving our rich 
Italian language, heritage, and culture. Over forty schools that teach 
the Italian language in New Jersey and New York areas participated 
in this program where their top students were presented with a 
Certificate of Achievement and monetary award. Coccia Foundation 
and the Paragano Family Foundation look forward to continuing this 
program that Cavaliere Coccia and Cavaliere Paragano established.
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Hofstra University- Italian Experience Festival

In Memoriam
PRESERVING AND PROMOTING ITALIAN LANGUAGE AND CULTURE

“It’s hard to forget
 someone, who gave you 
so much to remember.”

Happy 6th Anniversary in Heaven - we all miss 
you so much!

Every September, Hofstra University celebrates the Italian Experience Festival to celebrate the best that Italian 
language and culture have to offer.  Music, food, special vendors and entertainment for children and adults are on 
the grounds of the South Campus.  Prior to the festival, the Association of Italian American Educators (AIAE) have 
a breakfast meeting which Coccia Foundation is a co-sponsor.  In a prior year festival, on the main stage, the 20 
regions of Italy were introduced by the Order Sons of Italy in America  (OSIA). Cavaliere Josephine Maietta stated 
“there is no doubt that Elisa will continue in her parents footsteps, “passing the torch” to future generations.’

L to R: Costume of the Veneto Region, 
Elda Coccia, Co-Founder of Coccia 

Foundation and Cavaliere Joseph 
Sciame President, Sons of Italy 

Foundation, Inc. and President/Chair, 
IHCC-NY, Inc.

L to R: Elda Coccia, Co-Founder of 
Coccia Foundation, Cavaliere 
Josephine A. Maietta, President of 

AIAE and Emcee of the 
Italian Festival and Elisa Coccia, 

President of Coccia Foundation.

Cavaliere Joseph Coccia, Jr.  
1929 - 2013
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The Coccia family is grateful to the Federation of Italian American 
Societies of New Jersey as they continue to sponsor the Cavaliere 
Joseph Coccia, Jr. Memorial Scholarship each year. The Federation 
presents a scholarship to a worthy student who is continuing in their 
Italian studies either in the United States or abroad.  Following the 
passing of Cavaliere  Coccia in 2013, the Federation’s Board of Trustees 
established the scholarship as a lasting tribute to “ a wonderful 
person who was a mentor, outstanding leader, and champion for 
promoting our great Italian heritage” said Pasquale Meola, President 
of the Federation. The 2017 recipient was Luke Ferrante of Ramapo 
College, who is an Italian Studies and Political Science double major. 
The 2018 recipient was Nico Antonio Blasucci of Rutgers University, 
with a double major in IT and Marketing as well as a double minor 
in Italian and Entrepreneurship. Both Luke and Nico stated how they 
were honored to receive the Cavaliere Joseph Coccia, Jr.  Memorial 
Scholarship and vowed to continue to promote and preserve the 
Italian language, heritage and culture in Cavaliere Coccia’s memory.

Nico Antonio Blasucci offering 
remarks of gratitude, pictured with 

Melissa Matturo, Treasurer, Pasquale 
Meola, President and Susan 

LaMorte, Exec. Secretary

Past Recipients

2013  
Louis Garzone
Rutgers University

2014  
Anthony DiGirolamo 
Stevens Institute of 
Technology

2015  
Carmine Lombardi 
Seton Hall University

2016 
Dominique Aponte 
Montclair State University

2017 
Luke Ferrante 
Ramapo College

2018 
Nico Antonio Blasucci 
Rutgers University Luke Ferrante pictured

with Elisa Coccia,
Elda Coccia, Melissa

Matturo and Pasquale Meola

Nico Antonio Blasucci 
pictured with his parents Tony and 

Nicola, Elisa Coccia, 
Susan LaMorte, Melissa 

Matturo and Pasquale Meola

Federation of Italian American Societies of NJ
JOSEPH COCCIA , JR. MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS
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Coccia Foundation 
Co-Founder Elda Coccia, 

Coccia Foundation President, 
Elisa Coccia and Italian 

American Heritage Club of 
Hunterdon County President 

Michael De Sapio

L to R Seated - 
Arlene and Joseph 

Agresti, Sonya and Frank 
Bimonte, Sr., and Nikki 

and Bill Connell of Seton 
Hall University. 

Standing - Elda Coccia, 
Phil and Gen Nicastro, 
Elisa Coccia, Joseph 

Coccia, III

In April of 2018, The Italian American Heritage Club of Hunterdon 
County honored Elda and Elisa Coccia as “Italian Americans of the Year” 
at their annual spring Gala which was held at Razberry’s Banquet Center 
in Frenchtown, New Jersey. Family and Trustees were in attendance.  
Coccia Foundation continues to support the IAHCHC.

 IAHCHC was founded in 1979.  Their mission is to strengthen the 
spirit of their common culture as descendants of Italians, to foster the 
principles of charity, justice, brotherly love and fidelity, and to promote 
the welfare and enhance the happiness of its members and community.

Coccia Foundation’s Newest Board Member
 First  generation born in the United States, Diana Maria Zoino’s passion for her 
Italian heritage and culture start at an early age and was instilled by both her parents 
and visits to Italy every summer.  She furthered her passion of the Italian language 
and culture by studying Italian and French at Montclair State University.  In 2011, she 
began teaching at the Cresskill School district as an elementary teacher of Italian, 
French and Spanish and was quickly moved to the middle-high school the following 
year.  She has taught grades 2-12 and started the first Advanced Placement class in 
Cresskill New Jersey for Italian. She and her students have hosted an Italian night for 
the past five years to promote the Italian language and culture.  It is her enthusiasm for 
Italian that encourages students to participate at National and Local events for Italian 
competitions such as the National Italian Exam, William Paterson Poetry Competition, 
Italian Heritage Commission essay contests.  Her students have earned prestigious 
awards often placing among the top students in Italian.  Ms. Zoino herself received the 
Bergen County Teacher of the year for Cresskill’s Middle School in 2017. There is no 
doubt that Signorina Zoino, with her background in education and passion in promoting 
and preserving Italian heritage, language and culture, will be an asset to the Board of 
Trustees.

Diana M. Zoino

Honored Italian Americans Of The Year
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2017

Bryn Mawr College                Sashini Kannan      

Drew University                                  Marianna Goncalves Severgnini
         
Hamilton College               Andre Burnham      
                 Michael Valeri     
Montclair State University 

Inserra-Coccia International Italian Internship 
                 Rosanna Coviello                             
           
Coccia Foundation-Italian American Club of Four Seasons at Great Notch                
                                                              Kathleen LaFaurie Martinez      
Cav. Joseph Coccia Jr. Memorial Intermediate 
      Cheryl Yodice       
      Kedwin Moronta      
 Coccia Foundation Award-Italian Major w/Teacher Certification or High Achievement
                                                              Talia Antonacci                                          
                                                              Emma Rush

Ramapo College of NJ                       Luke Ferrante

Rutgers University    Rosanna Curci     
      Annika Nungra      

University of Delaware   Jiaqi (Betty) Shao       
             

Sponsored Scholarships
A.I.A.E./Cav. Joseph Coccia, Jr. Mem. Sch.                               Joseph Morelli 
Clementina & Joseph Coccia, Sr. Mem. Sch.              Rutgers University                    Chania Harris
                                                                                                                                        Christine Staton
Cav. Joseph Coccia, Jr. 5th Anniv. Mem. Sch.  Rutgers University                    Anthony Mollica 
Ciro & Maria Daidone Mem. Scholarship              St. Joseph’s Univ.               Lauren Zimmermann 
                                                                                                                                        Frank Rudnesky
                                                                                                                                        Tiana Santos
                                                                                                                                        Melissa Leonardi 
Federation of ITAM Societies NJ/ Cav. Joseph Coccia, Jr. Mem. Sch.                Luke Ferrante
Paragano Family Foundation                Middle/HighSchools Student Award Program  
Theresa Inserra Memorial Scholarship   Ramapo College                Brisa Siegel   

            
Additional Awards
AP Italian Language & Culture Exam Sponsorship                             12 Students   
Coccia-Inserra Award for Excellence       
  and Innovation in Teaching of Italian       International Studies Prep Academy          Elisa Oliverio
Mario Lanza Institute         Opera Award                                          Mackenzie Gotcher    
Coccia FDN Study Abroad Award       Rutgers University                                       Salvatore Pierro           
             

Coccia Foundation Scholarship Recipients
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who promotes programs in the fields of 
performing arts, fine arts, history and 
other humanities related to our Italian 
culture. The 2017 and 2018 recipients 
of this prestigious award have 
dedicated their lives to preserving the 
Italian heritage, language and culture.  

The 2017 recipient, Dr. Gabriella 
Finizio, who came to America in 
1966, was nominated by Mary Teresa 
Morrison of the Rehoboth Area 
Chapter of UNICO.  Some of her many 
accomplishments above and beyond 
the classroom include the Italian 
language summer camp “La Mia 
Piazza,” for children ages 4-14, now 
in its 10th season, the Delaware Italian 
American Education Association of 
which she is the founder and the 
Italian Film Series, which she conducts 
almost singlehandedly. The proceeds 
of this event are used for scholarships 
to the Italian language summer camp 
for those who cannot afford the tuition.  
Gabriella serves on the UNICO National 
Scholarship Selection Committee as 
well as initiating an Italian language 
Immersion class in an elementary 
school in northern Delaware where 
the Italian population is strong. In 
2007, she became a correspondent for 
the Italian consul general, translating 
documents and helping American 
citizens apply for dual citizenship. 
Finizio lives in North Wilmington with 
her husband. They have two grown 
sons, GianClaudio and Francesco. 

The 2018 recipient, John F. 
Calvelli, was nominated by the 
Verona Chapter of UNICO. John has 
been an active member of the Italian 
American community since his early 

The Cavaliere Joseph Coccia, 
Jr. Heritage Language and Culture 
Award was formally established 
by Constitutional Amendment at 
UNICO National’s Ninety First Annual 
Convention in August 2013. UNICO 
National Past National President 
Cavaliere Joseph Coccia, Jr. had 
aggressively pursued the preservation 
of our proud Italian heritage, language 
and culture. Through his tireless 
efforts, Joseph, together with his wife 
Elda, founded Coccia Foundation in 
1994, which supports philanthropic, 
educational and cultural initiatives 
for the youth of the Italian and Italian 
American community, particularly 
those organized within institutions of 
higher education.  They also established 
the Joseph and Elda Coccia Institute 
for the Italian Experience in America 
at Montclair State University in 
2003 and has established itself as a 
leader in Italian American programs, 
education and outreach programs.  

This award was created in order 
to memorialize the exemplary efforts 
of UNICO National’s Past National 
President Joseph Coccia, Jr. for his 
promotion and preservation of our 
Italian heritage, language and culture.  
The Joseph Coccia, Jr. Heritage 
Language and Culture Award is 
bestowed upon any individual who 
has demonstrated exceptional efforts 
in promoting, preserving, and keeping, 
by word and deed, our Italian heritage, 
language and culture. The honoree 
should be someone who has fostered 
the development and implementation 
of programs that encourage the 
teaching of the Italian language and one 

days attending meetings of the San 
Fili Fraternity Club with his parents, 
John and Rose, both immigrants 
from the Southern Italian region of 
Calabria. He served as President of 
the Italian National Honor Society 
at Fordham University and upon his 
graduation formed FIERI, a national 
organization of students and young 
professionals dedicated to promoting 
Italian American culture and heritage.  
He subsequently became the longest 
serving Chair of the Conference of 
Presidents of Major Italian American 
Organizations and continues to 
serve as their Chair Emeritus.  He is 
a member of the Board of Directors 
of the National Italian American 
Foundation (NIAF). John is the 
Executive Vice President of Public 
Affairs for the Wildlife Conservation 
Society, a global conservation 
organization headquartered at 
the Bronx Zoo. John is married to 
Maria DiMeo Calvelli and their son 
John Domenico will be entering 
his junior year at Brown University.

John Alati, PNP, Lee Norelli, President of 
UNICO National, John F. Calvelli, Joseph 

Agresti, PNP (photo courtesy of Steve 
Pelonero) 2018

Joseph Agresti, PNP, Dr. Gabriella 
Finizio, Thomas J. Vaughn, Jr., President 

of UNICO National (photo courtesy of 
Steve Pelonero) 2017

Cav. Joseph Coccia, Jr.

UNICO National Coccia Award

Past Recipients
2015 - Inaugural Recipient  - 
Cav. Uff Joseph Sciame (NY)

2016 - Christopher DiMattio, 
PNP (PA)

2017 - Cav. Anthony Julian 
Tamburri (NY)

2018 - Dr. Gabriella Finizio (DE)

2019 - John F. Calvelli (NY)
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Elda Coccia and Elisa Coccia present a 
check to Diana Zoino, Cresskill’s World 
Language Teacher, as a co-sponsor of 

their 2018 “Italian Night” program

 

You can feel Signorina Zoino’s passion for teaching Italian when you attend Cresskill’s Public School Italian Night. 

Her enthusiasm came through as the master of ceremony when she introduced her students and honored 

guests.  The aroma of the Italian food filled the air once again as Italian music entertained everyone in the background 

while they enjoyed their dinner.  In addition to teaching Italian, Signorina Zoino now teaches a middle school French 

class.  We look forward to Cresskill’s Fifth Annual Public School Italian Night! Viva Italia!!

Cresskill Italian Studies students 
grades 6 through 12

Elisa Coccia and Elda Coccia receive 
a plaque from Diana Zoino, World 

Language Teacher and Erika Cimorosi, 
Teacher of Italian for their continued 

support in 2017

Cresskill Public School Italian Night

Mackenzie 

Gotcher, a fine 

tenor, receiving 

Second Place 

Scholarship Award 

Siena Licht Miller, 

a mezzo soprano, 

receiving Third 

Place Scholarship 

Award

“The Mario Lanza Institute graciously acknowledges the generous sponsorship by Coccia Foundation for the 

third-place and second-place scholarship awards in 2017 and 2018 respectively. The continued partnership between 

both organizations, now entering its 12th year, will ensure that Mario’s dream will be kept alive for many years to 

come” - William Ronayne, President, of the Mario Lanza Institute

Coccia Foundation Supports The Arts
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2018

Bryn Mawr College                Matthew Reichwein      

Drew University    Jenna Sophia Chierchio      

Hamilton College               Jake Colangelo      
                 Cameron DiGiovanni      
Montclair State University 

Inserra-Coccia International Italian Internship 
  Fall 2017   Lisa Fasulo                             
  Spring 2018   Ashly Espinoza      
Coccia Foundation-Italian American Club of Four Seasons at Great Notch                
                                                              Christina Pari       
Cav. Joseph Coccia Jr. Memorial Intermediate 
      Valeria Crolla       
      Cristina Latino      
 Coccia Foundation Award-Italian Major w/Teacher Certification or High Achievement
                                                              Talia Antonacci                                          

Rutgers University    Nico Antonio Blasucci     
      Joanna Zotti       

Saint Joseph’s University   Sophia Albano       
      Kali Pappas       

University of Pennsylvania   Shiri Gross       

Sponsored Scholarships
A.I.A.E./Cav. Joseph Coccia, Jr. Mem. Sch.                               Giuseppe Fuduli 
Bimonte Family Sponsored Scholarship              Ramapo College    Thomas DiGregorio 
Cav. Joseph Coccia, Jr. 5th Anniv. Mem. Sch.  Rutgers University                    Anthony Mollica 
Ciro & Maria Daidone Mem. Scholarship              St. Joseph’s Univ.               Dylan Kaytes  
Dr. Ennio Calluori Memorial Scholarship               Seton Hall University                Angelina DeModna  
Dr. Ennio Calluori Memorial Scholarship               Seton Hall University                Amber Benevento
Federation of ITAM Societies NJ/ Cav. Joseph Coccia, Jr. Mem. Sch.                Nico Antonio Blasucci
Nicastro Family Sponsored Scholarship   Seton Hall University               Saveria Antonacci 
Joseph & Elda Coccia It-Am Student Physician Endowed Schl Fund
                                                                                       RWJM School/Rutgers            Brian De Palma
Paragano Family Foundation                 Middle/HighSchools Student Award Program  
Theresa Inserra Memorial Scholarship   Ramapo College                 Luke Ferrente  
 

            
Additional Awards
AP Italian Language & Culture Exam Sponsorship                              12 Students   
Coccia-Inserra Award for Excellence 
   and Innovation in Teaching of Italian     Victory & Italian Immersion School              Sabrina Lupoli      
Mario Lanza Institute         Opera Award                                           Siena Licht Miller        

           

Coccia Foundation Scholarship Recipients
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Italian Language and Culture Day 2017
PAESE CHE VAI, USANZA CHE TROVI: REGIONAL CUSTOMS, TRADITIONS AND SUPERSTITIONS

Trophy recipients at the Middle School Level:

1st place- Manalapan-Englishtown Middle School  
(Un viaggio in Italia)

2nd place - Ocean Township Intermediate School 
(La torta dei Fieschi)

3rd place - Central Middle School 
(Sognando d’Italia)

Trophy Recipients at the High School Level:

1st place - St. Peter’s Preparatory School 
(Palermo, capitale Italiana della cultura 2018)

2nd place - Union City High School 
(Girando con le stelle: tutti a Sanremo)

3rd place - Hawthorne High School 
(Benvenuti al sud)

Recipients of the 
Student Choice Awards are:

For Best Costumes and
Props:

Union City High School

For Best Overall Performance:
Ocean Township Intermediate School 

“Paese che vai, usanza che trovi: Regional 
Customs, Traditions and Superstitions”--The 
theme of this year’s collaboration between 
ITANJ and the Coccia Institute for the Italian 
Experience in America at Montclair State 
University! A full house of 350 students 
and teachers from four middle and 10 high 
schools participated in this annual showcase/
competition among schools throughout New 
Jersey. Featuring original skits in Italian, 
written by the students themselves, complete 
with elaborate costumes, scenery and musical 
accompaniment. Additionally, an Italian-
themed online game of Kahoot! added to the 
merriment, after the rousing chorus of Italian and 
American national anthems. Congratulations to 
all our participating students and their justifiably 
proud teachers. This years’ performances were 
absolutely phenomenal. BRAVI!!! Grazie mille, 
our terrific panel of judges, our 
enthusiastic student  volunteers and  
our ace ITANJ Organizing Committee!
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2017 ITALIAN STUDIES GOLF CLASSIC

Molte Grazie to Our Sponsors & Donors! 

Inserra Supermarkets, Inc.
                                                                  Title Sponsor                        
     

The Estate at Florentine Gardens
                                                         Awards Dinner Sponsor   

Gen and Phil Nicastro
                                                            Beverage Cart Sponsor 

Maryanne and Rudy Valli
                                                           Putting Contest Sponsor 

True Citrus
                                                                Golf Cart Sponsor 

Fidelity Land Development Corp.
     Golf Awards Sponsor

Century 21 Construction
                                                              Hole In One Sponsor 

Rockleigh Country Club
                                                            9th Hole Lunch Sponsor 

Brian Anthony Landscaping
                                                              Golf Towel Sponsor 

DJ Express Entertainment
                                                                    DJ Sponsor 

Studio Uno Photography 
and Cinematography

                                                              Photography Sponsor 

Special Thanks to Our Tee Sign Sponsors

Golf Winners
1st Place: Mario Bassani, Tom Ippolito, Frank Magiato, Howard Sheikowitz

2nd Place: Glenn D’Amore, Brian Chapman, Peter Nieto, James Hyde
3rd Place: Rich Lisa, Matt Lawrence, Lou Colon, Brian Demeo
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Molte Grazie to Our Sponsors & Donors!
2018  ITALIAN STUDIES GOLF CLASSIC

Inserra Supermarkets, Inc.
                                                           Title Sponsor                      
       

The Estate at Florentine Gardens
                                                    Awards Dinner Sponsor   

Gen and Phil Nicastro
                                                     Beverage Cart Sponsor 

Maryanne and Rudy Valli
                                                   Putting Contest Sponsor 

Fidelity Land Development Corp.
                                                        Golf Cart Sponsor 

Daidone Family and 
Knights of Columbus Council #2188

18th Hole - CAR,

Fidelity Land Development
6th & 13th Holes

                                                             Hole In One Sponsor 

Century 21 Construction
                                                    9th Hole Lunch Sponsor 

Rutgers University
                                                        Golf Towel Sponsor 

DJ Express Entertainment
                                                             DJ Sponsor 

Studio Uno Photography 
and Cinematography
  Photography Sponsor

 
Special Thanks to Our Tee Sign Sponsors

                                                                          

Golf Winners
1st Place: Rich Lisa, Dan Dolon, Matt Lawrence, James Mazzer

2nd Place: Annie Daidone, Tom Daidone, Max Cataldo, Joyce Daccurso
3rd Place: Jamie Milkman, Bob DeCaro, Rich Grunstein, Bill Thea
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Trophy recipients at the  
Middle School Level:

1st place: Manalapan-
Englishtown Middle School
2nd place: Central Middle 

School
3rd place: Holmdel Middle 

School

Trophy Recipients at the 
High School Level:

1st place: Red Bank Regional 
High School

2nd place: Hawthorne High 
School

3rd place: Frank Cicarell 
Academy, Elizabeth

Recipients of the 
Student Choice Awards 

are:

For Best Costumes and
Props:

Holmdel Middle School
Frank Cicarell Academy

For Best Overall 
Performance:

Holmdel Middle School
Hawthorne High School

Grazie e congratulazioni tutti who 
helped make Italian Language and 
Culture Day 2018: “L’amore e’….
Love Is….”–the annual collaboration 
between ITANJ and the Coccia 
Institute for the Italian Experience 
in America at Montclair State 
University–such a joyous success! 
While all the participating students 
from NJ middle and high schools 
did well, the recipients of the 
trophies for their original skits, 
performed exclusively in Italian, 
enhanced by amazing costumes, 
sets and musical accompaniment.

Congratulations to the dedicated 
members of the Organizing 
Committee [Silvana Berardo (ITANJ 
President), Marcella Clatworthy, 
Marisa Fusaro, Lisa Manfre’, Guido 
Morsella, Anna Ranieri, Catherine 
Vignale and Prof. Gina Miele].   A 
very special thank you to the 
outstanding members of our panel of 
judges [Prof. Andrea Baldi (Rutgers 
University), Silvana Berardo, Angela 
Mangione Borelli, Dr. Annavaleria 
Guazzieri (Dirigente Scolastica, 
Consulate General of Italy in 
NY), Prof. Emanuele Occhipinti 
(Drew University), Phyllis Pizzolato 
(Panel Chair) and Anna Ranieri].

Italian Language and Culture Day 2018
“L’AMORE  E’….LOVE IS….”
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Looking Back at the Coccia-Inserra Award

In October 2010, I was awarded and honored to be first recipient of the Coccia-Inserra Award for Teaching 
of Italian. With this honor, I received $1,000 for my Italian curriculum.  I 
purchased supplemental materials and have been able to enrich my Italian  
program with readers, workbooks and authentic materials for my students. 
The students continue to benefit culturally and grammatically from the extra 
materials available to them.  Students are continuing to improve their Italian 
language skills in writing, reading and speaking, and their cultural knowledge 
of IL BEL PAESE by creating unique projects. Some of these students 
have dramatically improved their skills; they’ve also received recognition 
from the Coccia Foundation, Passing the Torch Award, given every June. 

Additionally, outside the classroom earning this award helped raise the 
prestige of the program in the community as well as in the eyes of the Administration and the Board.  It helped further the 
growth of the Italian program in Ho-Ho-Kus.

Rina Miraglia
Ho Ho Kus Public School
New Jersey

2010 Recipient

2011 Recipient
In the days that followed after receiving $2,000 for Saint Peter’s Prep Italian Program, I took some time to think 

how and where it would be spent. I wanted to be able to spend the gift wisely, something significant for my students. 
Initially, my mind was focused on the usual resources or supplemental material for my lessons, however, I began to 
realize that perhaps the reward can be spent differently. 

At the time, Saint Peter’s Prep had enjoyed two first place victories in the Italian Language and Culture Day Competition 
both in 2010 and 2011. Realizing the great dedication of my student participants, it was then that I had made my decision. 
Due to my students’ hard work in writing, rehearsing and performing skits during their free time with no grade or extra credit 
points assigned, I thought that the very least that I could do is to cover their cost of participation. The Italian Language and 
Culture Day competition at Montclair University has become such a special event for Italian students at Prep that this was 
my way of saying “grazie” to those students who made the event a unique part of their time at Saint Peter’s Prep. Many of my 
seniors who had performed leave Prep saying that it was one of their highlights. One particular student, Joseph Mucciolo 
was a first time participant as a senior in our first place performance in 2013. It was then that he had discovered his love 
of performing on stage that he pursued his bachelor’s degree at Loyola Maryland with both an Italian and Theater major. 

In 2010, Cavaliere Joseph Coccia, Jr. and Lawrence R. Inserra, Jr. established an annual prize to recognize an 
outstanding teacher of Italian at the K-12 level.  The recipient of this unique award, the Coccia-Inserra Award for Excellence 
and Innovation in the Teaching of Italian (K-12), selected by a distinguished ‘blue ribbon’ panel of judges is presented at 
the Teaching Italian Symposium-Workshops. This is a signature professional development program of the Coccia Institute, 
the academic arm of Coccia Foundation, and the Italian program of the Department of Modern Languages and Literatures  
at  Montclair State University.   The Teaching Italian Symposia, while based in New Jersey, feature specialists in language 
pedagogy from across the country and internationally. It draws teacher-registrants from throughout the region and beyond.  
From its launch as a New Jersey-based  program,  the Coccia-Inserra Teaching Award attracts exceptional candidates 
from K-12 schools across the country, with recipients hailing from not only our home state but from California, Illinois, 
Connecticut, Florida and Wisconsin.  

The monetary component of the Coccia-Inserra Award started at $1,000 in 2010 and grew in increments of $1,000 
until 2014 when it reached its maximum and current figure of $5,000. Fifty percent of this generous prize is to be used 
exclusively to advance the Italian language and culture curriculum and programming within the recipient’s classroom. The 
remaining fifty percent is earmarked for the professional development of the recipient in the United States or abroad.  

All recipients were invited to contribute a follow-up piece highlighting not only the specific classroom activities 
their award funds made possible, but also the impact receiving the Coccia-Inserra Award has had in advancing their 
professionalism and commitment  in their careers as  teachers of Italian.
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As the 2012 Coccia-Inserra Award recipient,  I am proud to say that the funds were put to good use by paying for 
transportation for several field trips to promote Italian language, heritage and culture. Since our school does not have its 
own transportation, we must charter buses for any field trips and cultural experiences taken, which must be paid for by 
our students, which tends to be costly.  One trip was the International Culinary School in New York. Here the students 
attended a cooking demonstration given by instructors of the school. Several of our students were asked to participate 
and prepared wonderful Italian dishes such as pesto and pasta.  We also visited the Ferrari showroom in NYC, where the 
students were given the opportunity to sit in a Ferrari.  Afterwards, they were asked to design a future model, in addition 
to receiving Ferrari gadgets. To this day, whenever I see these former students and also my former principal, who usually 
attended our field trips, we reminisce about these memorable events. The principal, who is now a Superintendent in another 
district, wears his chef’ hat and apron from the International Culinary School field trip, at family barbeques.  On behalf of my 
former students and myself,  grazie to the Coccia and Inserra families for making these memories, which will last a lifetime.

Thank you once again for this wonderful recognition. The Coccia -Inserra Award plaque hangs proudly in my classroom!!!!

Maria De Blasio
Palisades Park High School
New Jersey

2012 Recipient

The finance department at Saint Peter’s Prep knows that every February, I make the check request from the “restricted 
gift” for our annual performance at Montclair. Five to ten students participate every year since our first performance in 
2009 when the theme was Carnevale! Saint Peter’s Prep performed a Carnevale song from Sicily called, “Peppe Nappa”. I 
have vivid memories (and video) of Cav. Joseph Coccia sitting on the side clapping his hands to the music! This year marks 
our 10th performance in Italian Language and Culture Day! 

Mille grazie to the Coccia and Inserra families for this opportunity in providing this gift to my students who work so 
hard every year in exhibiting their talents and pursuing their passion in Italian culture and language. All students who have 
performed for Italian Language and Culture Day have continued their studies in Italian at the college level. This makes me so 
happy and so proud to say, “money well spent”! 

Rosalie Romano
Saint Peter’s Prep
New Jersey

Recipients - Prize Funds Well Spent!

2013 Recipient
The Coccia-Inserra award which I received in 2013 was instrumental in assuring that my Italian students (at that time 

more than 200) were able to enjoy a range of extracurricular activities that would not have been possible without the award.  
We were able to take the students on several field trips to:  LA Opera, Franklin Elementary School to see their total immersion 
Italian classes, and to California State Long Beach to visit and participate in college level classes.  [For some of my students, 
it was the first time visiting a college campus and it changed the course of their lives by making them realize that they too 
could attend college] The funds helped to pay for the transportation and the substitute teachers necessary to make those 
field trips possible. In addition, I used the award funds to purchase the supplies needed to have all my classes participate 
in Italian cooking classes at school (one session each semester) where they learned Italian kitchen vocabulary as well as 
making wonderful Italian dishes that many of my students still write to me about until this day.  

                                                                                                                                                          Continued on Page 16
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The Coccia-Inserra Award has had a tremendously positive impact on my students. It has allowed me to strengthen 
their understanding of the Italian language and culture and has invigorated their learning experience in my classroom. First, 
the Coccia-Inserra Award allowed me to develop and establish an AP course at my school and to purchase top-notch 
curriculum materials and books to support it. As a result of this award my students were not only able to excel in the AP 
exam but also take the Italian National Exam, in which they received top scores with honors. The Coccia-Inserra Award 
gave me financial support to maintain and enhance the student exchange videoconferencing program already in place, 
which allows students to interact and converse with their student exchange partners in Italy on a weekly basis. Over time, 
this award also contributed to the support of an Italian teaching program in which high school students of Italian taught the 
language to 6 to 12 year old’s in the local community. The high school students were able to interact with these children 
and their families, thereby creating a partnership with the local community and promoting the study of the Italian language. 

From a professional development standpoint, I was also granted the opportunity to enroll in a graduate level course 
focused on using Italian music to teach the language and its culture. This inspired my methodologies and allowed my 
students to engage in culturally relevant and stimulating lessons focused on Italian songs. The strategies I took away from 
this course will last throughout my teaching career. 

In addition to the educational implications of this award, students also 
have been able to enjoy festive classroom decorations and enhancements 
to make them feel like they are learning in Italy rather than in a standard 
American high school. The large Italian flag display, photos of Italy, and 
posters celebrating Italian culture throughout the room instill a sense of 
Italian pride in my students.

I am forever grateful for the Coccia-Inserra Award and have been 
profoundly moved by the manner in which it has enhanced my students’ 
Italian learning experience.

Barbara Borghi
Pascack Valley High School
New Jersey

2015 Recipient
Being the frugal person I am, I try to be very conscientious of the funds and so far, with the PD promotion, I was able to 

attend the (very expensive) ACFL conference 2 years ago which is always such a great way to get new ideas and gather with 
teachers nationwide. I also took 3 graduate school course, one of which was the History of Rome so that I could develop a 
whole curriculum based on the Roman Empire. 
With the ‘classroom use’ portion, I  have had a Carnevale festival each year and purchased supplies to make clay masks for 
my classes and, the ‘biggie’: foosball tables! Last year we had a World Language Day during lunch periods  and I thought it 
would be fun to have the Italian classes run a foosball tournament so I purchased 2 tables. it was a HUGE hit! 

The other ideas I have are to host a ‘middle school’ day and to bring the Carnevale festival outside of the classroom first 
within the school and eventually for the whole community. Our Japanese teacher hosts one each year and it’s a huge hit to 
draw in students for taking the language. Thank you once again SO much to the Coccia and Inserra families for making this 
award possible.  

Raffaella Spilotro
Oak Park & River Forest High School
Illinois

2014 Recipient

Continued from Page 15
Receiving the Coccia-Inserra Award gave my students a great sense of pride and great joy that our program was 

deemed worthy of this wonderful recognition.  I sincerely hope that you can continue to support our hard-working innovative 
teachers with this prestigious honor and generous prize.  

Ida Nolemi-Lanza 
San Pedro High School
California

Looking Back at the Coccia-Inserra Award
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I was grateful to have been selected to received the Coccia-Inserra 
Award in 2018 and would like to share what it has enabled me to do.  I was 
able to buy each of my students a book for Christmas. They personally chose 
an Italia book they wanted and the family couldn’t afford. During our holiday 
party they were all able to open a present together. They loved it. To attend 
online webinars here in the United States and in Italy. I think that a teacher 
never stops learning: from other teachers, from students, and from books. I 
try to make a bridge between the two languages, English and Italian, always 
respecting both cultures. Attending those seminars gave me the opportunity 
to expand my knowledge and to tap into other ideas and suggestions. To buy 
robots that speak Italian that I will use to plan more engaging lessons using 
what I am learning from the webinars I am attending. Lastly, to organize a 
field trip around the city, aligned with the third grade curriculum, for the end 
of the school year. The field trip will include a stop at an Italian pizzeria, where 
students will be able to place their order in Italian since the staff there speaks 
Italian. Thank you Coccia and Inserra families    for giving me the opportunity 
to have more tools to teach and to give my students more tools to learn. 

Sabrina Lupoli
Victory & Italian Immersion School
Wisconsin

2018 Recipient

The combination of art and Italian go together like macaroni and meatballs or pasta 
and fagioli. Through the generous patronage of the Coccia and Inserra families, Mrs. 
Gallo’s Italian II class and the Sculpture II classes at Bristol Central High School were 
given the opportunity to combine forces for a two week cultural immersion lesson 
focusing on the works of Michelangelo.  The preliminary art study began with a traveling 
art exhibit rented through a professional company. The ceiling of the Italian class was 
adorned with La Pietà , La Creazione, Mosè and other icon works of this legendary 
artist. The gallery was open to all BCHS students and staff; many of whom used this 
opportunity to spark in-class discussions, writing projects or art inspirations. The Italian 
and Art students then worked together to peer teach lessons on technique and sculpting 
as well as art history and Italian culture. The culminating assignment of this cross-
discipline unit was a sculpting project. The students were presented with Michelangelo’s 
quote describing the art of sculpture, “I saw and angel in the marble and carved until I 

set him free” The students were asked to uncover a wolf (the symbol of Rome) from a block of soapstone using the same 
techniques as Michelangelo. This sculpture process is called a “sculpture in the round” as students needed to work out 
the details around the entire stone knowing; working on a three dimensional product.  This process took patience, constant 
reflection, and diligence.  0f the 35 students involved 16 had never sculpted ANYTHING, this pushed many students out of 
their comfort zones and proved to be a learning experience for all.  With the classroom dusty from the residue of sandpaper, 
the dull hum of a rasp and the background soundtrack of Pavarotti, both Italian and Art students created the final product. 
After much work and determination our wolves rival the work of even the best Renaissance artists. We would like to extend 
our greatest thanks to our sponsors, the Coccia and Inserra families for their love and continued support of Italian education.

Gina Gallo
Bristol Central High School
Connecticut 

2016 Recipient

Recipients - Prize Funds Well Spent!

2017 Recipient
Elisa Oliverio
International Studies Preparatory Academy
Florida

Unavailable to participate
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St. Thomas More Council #2188 presenting a check to Coccia Foundation in 
the amount of $2,500.

Front Row:  Elda Coccia, Coccia Foundation Co-Founder, Annie Daidone, 
Elisa Coccia, Coccia Foundation President

Second Row:  St. Thomas More Council #2188 Knights of 
Columbus members with Frank Mariconti, Sr. (center) Grand Knight.

Back Row: Thomas Daidone

At a Coccia Foundation Board of Trustee meeting, certificates and gift 
cards were presented to the winner of their annual Columbus Essay Contest.

Front Row: left to right are Elda Coccia, Co-Founder with 2nd place 
recipient in the 7th & 8th grade category, Kate Curran, Columbia Middle 
School, Berkeley Heights and 1st place recipient in the 5th & 6th grade 

category, Francesca H. Rizzo, East Brook Middle School, Paramus.

Second Row: left to right are Trustees Joseph Coccia, III, Genevieve 
Nicastro, Marisa Coccia Kettelhut, Elisa Coccia, President, Rudy Valli and 

Frank Bimonte, Sr.

Not pictured: 1st place recipient in the 7th & 8th grade category, Logan 
Ridge, Manasquan Elementary School, Manasquan and 2nd place 

recipient in the 5th & 6th grade category, Christian Magliacano, Columbia 
Middle School, Berkeley Heights.

Grazie Mille Knights of Columbus of Westwood

Christopher Columbus Essay Contest

Ciao for now!


