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 The Cavaliere Joseph Coccia, Jr. Heritage, Language & Culture 
Award was created to memorialize the exemplary efforts of UNICO’s Past 
National President, Cavaliere Joseph Coccia, Jr., in the promotion and 
preservation of Italian language and culture. This award was formally    
established at UNICO National’s ninety-first annual convention in August 
2013. As stated in the formal criteria for nomination of potential         
honorees, this award “is bestowed upon any individual who has        
demonstrated exceptional efforts by word and deed in promoting and   
preserving our Italian Heritage, Language, or Culture.” 
 
 The inaugural award was presented to Cav. Ufficiale Joseph Sciame 
at the UNICO National Eastern Regional meeting in Newport, Rhode  
Island, last November.  Like Cav. Coccia’s, Mr. Sciame’s accomplishments 
are numerous and varied.  Elected Chair of the Conference of Presidents 
of Major Italian American Organizations in 2010 and President/Chair of 
the Italian Heritage Culture Committee of NY in 2007, Mr. Sciame        
currently serves as Vice President for Community Relations and Chair of 
the Italian Cultural Center at St. John’s University in New York. Cav.    
Sciame has served as a lodge, state, and National President (2003-05) for 
the Order Sons of Italy in America. 
 
 Sharing Joseph Coccia’s unwavering commitment to the preservation of the Advanced Placement in Italian    
Language and Culture Exam, Cav. Sciame was appointed by the Ambassador of Italy to membership on an Observatory 
to monitor the critical issues related to the exam.  Also like Cav. Coccia, Cav. Uff. Sciame is noteworthy for his generous 
spirit of collaboration with other civic, diplomatic, and cultural entities in advancement of shared goals of benefit not  
only to Italians and Italian Americans, but to Italophiles of all backgrounds.  He is the founder and Chair of the Board of 
Trustees for the Bedford Stuyvesant New Beginnings Charter School, as well as a board member of St. John’s             
Preparatory and National Cooley’s Anemia Foundation.  Sciame has also served as Chair of the Futures in Education 
Foundation of the Diocese of Brooklyn and maintains Board membership for almost 25 years. 
 
 Coccia Foundation founder Elda Coccia stated that there is no doubt her husband would have been extremely 
proud Joseph Sciame was selected to receive this award in his honor.  Congratulazioni ancora una volta, Cav. Uff. Joseph      
Sciame! 
 

Continued on Page 2 
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 Coccia Foundation has offered membership to those who wish to participate actively in preserving,    
protecting, and perpetuating our rich Italian culture and heritage for the benefit of future generations.  As a 
member of Coccia Foundation, you will be the first to learn about our newest and most exciting programs.     
In addition, you will have the opportunity to attend events, such as music and stage performances, lectures, 
seminars, and other cultural programs sponsored by Coccia Foundation or our academic arm, the Joseph and 
Elda Coccia Institute at Montclair State University.  To learn more about the mission and vision of Coccia 
Foundation, please email Elisa Coccia with any questions at elisacoccia@cocciafoundation.org. 
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Elda Coccia pinning the Cav.   
Joseph Coccia, Jr. Heritage,    
Language & Culture Award       
pin on Joseph Sciame's lapel 

Cav. Uff. Joseph Sciame,     
Luciano DiRico & Richard 

D’Arminio, President of    
UNICO National 

Coccia Family pictured with Award recipient Cav. 
Uff. Joseph Sciame (L to R): Kimberly Kettelhut, 

Marisa Coccia Kettelhut, Elisa Coccia, Elda Coccia, 
Joseph Coccia III & Kristen Kettelhut 

 

Thank You for Joining Us in “Passing the Torch”Thank You for Joining Us in “Passing the Torch”Thank You for Joining Us in “Passing the Torch”   
   

Continual Open MembershipContinual Open MembershipContinual Open Membership   

Coccia Foundation founded in 1994 by Cavaliere Joseph Coccia, Jr. and his wife Elda,         
establishes and supports various educational, cultural, and social events for the youth       
of the Italian and Italian American community, particularly those organized within             
institutions of higher education. The essential goal of the Foundation is not only to         

promote awareness of Italian and Italian American culture, history, and societal                  
contributions, but to celebrate and preserve these areas for younger generations of              
Italian Americans in the United States, as well as those of other backgrounds and             
ethnicities who are interested in discovering all things Italian.  The Foundation’s               
programs aid these emerging adults as they enter society with a sense of pride in              

their heritage and with goals to live by, as they embark on their adult lives. 

 

Layout & Visual Design  —  Vincent Coccia 



 Years ago, my husband Joseph said that he could only hope for 
the work of Coccia Foundation to be recognized “nationally” one day, 
and his dream came to fruition last year.  When my daughter Elisa was 
asked by Robert DiBiase, Chair of the New Jersey Italian and Italian 
American Heritage Commission, if Coccia Foundation would like to 
participate in their 11th Annual Congress down in Mercer County, her 
reply was an enthusiastic “YES!” This event took place in               
November at Mercer County Community College and showcased 
“Achievements of National Italian American Organizations.”  We 
were among a panel of nine organizations who shared their stories 
about Italian and Italian American achievements. Elisa, seated         
between Cav. Uff. Joseph Sciame, President of the Conference of 
Presidents of Major Italian American Organizations and President of 
the Italian Heritage & Culture Commission of New York, Inc., and 
Richard D’Arminio, President of UNICO National, was ecstatic to 
share our achievements with the attendees that day. 
 

 Elisa stated, “I am honored and privileged to be among such                  
passionate Italian and Italian American leaders and to share the 
achievements of Coccia Foundation with you today.  My only regret is that my father, Cavaliere Joseph Coccia, Jr., could 
not make this presentation himself.”  In addition to the Conference of Presidents and UNICO National, participating in 
the panel were the National Italian American Foundation, the National Organization of Italian American Women, New 
Jersey Order of the Sons of Italy Association, the American Society of the Italian Legions of Merit, the Italian American 
Museum of New York and the John D. Calandra Italian American Institute of Queens College, CUNY.  This was the 
first time the NJIIAHC featured this type of a “roundtable discussion,” and it was an enlightening and energetic day for 
all.  We were very proud to participate in such an extraordinary program.  Elisa stated further that her father would have 
been elated her brother Joseph and sisters Gen and Marisa are becoming more involved in the foundation.  We look 
forward to seeing you at one of our upcoming events, and hope you will support our 14th annual Italian Studies Golf 
Classic and Awards Dinner on June 22nd, 2015. 
 

 The Coccia family would like to thank our donors, members, supporters, and friends for your loyal dedication 
and unwavering commitment in promoting and preserving our rich Italian heritage, language, and culture.  Together we 
will achieve even greater success. 

 

Message from Our Founder & Our PresidentMessage from Our Founder & Our PresidentMessage from Our Founder & Our President   
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 Elyse A. Buonomo was born in Jersey City, New Jersey, and graduated from Jersey City 
State College (now New Jersey City University) with a degree in Teaching.  She resides in     
Bayonne with her husband Bob. They are the proud parents of one son Craig, who is a        
Bayonne firefighter. 
 

 A member of UNICO National since 1998, Elyse has been involved in the                   
organization on a chapter, district, and national level.  She was named Outstanding District 
Governor in the nation at UNICO National’s 2014 convention and currently serves as the first 
female Eastern Regional District Governor Chair. 
 

 Elyse served on the Board of Directors of Bayonne Community Day Nursery for thirty years and is a member 
of the University Club of Hudson County and president of her townhouse association. 

Elda Coccia, Founder, and  
Elisa Coccia, President 



 From a very young age, we would always jump at the opportunity to help 
others and to promote our love for all things Italian.  When given the opportunity to 
work with Coccia Foundation as student liaisons to AMICI della Cultura Italiana, we 
realized it would allow us to continue to do what we love and help those around us. 
As student liaisons to the many Italian clubs at our partner schools throughout the 
New Jersey, New York, and Pennsylvania areas, we have the opportunity to share the 
learnings and experiences we have gained throughout the years with students of    
Italian language and culture.  Our goal is to help these students overcome any issues 
they may face by mentoring and assisting them in planning for their future.  By doing 
so, we can ensure that our rich culture and beautiful language will flourish for future 
generations. 
 

 Coccia Foundation sponsors at least one regional meeting in the New       
Jersey/New York region and one in the Pennsylvania region each semester, in order 

to bring the students from numerous clubs together. At these regional meetings, we discuss past and future events, various scholarships, 
matching funds opportunities, and allow the students to get to know each other while sharing their own learnings and experiences over 
lunch.  We have found that these regional meetings spark discussion between the Italian clubs in attendance and empower the students to 
keep their clubs active and engaged on their respective college campuses.  This past September, we held a meeting at Stevens Institute of 
Technology, where the Italian studies students were able to brainstorm and provide us with ideas of how we can better assist their clubs.  
We find it very important that our students meet several times a year so they realize how large and involved their AMICI della Cultura 
Italiana family truly is.  These events give the students a chance to meet, share ideas, and appreciate being with other Italian Americans and 
Italophiles. 
 

 In addition to the wonderful events that each Italian club hosts, which vary from exciting speaker programs about Italian        
culture, to bocce tournaments, to weekly Italian conversation lessons and movie nights, AMICI della Cultura Italiana hosts larger events 
aimed at bringing our students together to learn from one another and to spend time with others who share a common interest.  Last 
April, Coccia Foundation sponsored a very successful trip to the Franklin Institute in Philadelphia to visit the “One day in Pompeii”      
exhibit, which showcased numerous artifacts, including real body casts shipped from the ruins of Pompeii.  The museum tour was       
followed by lunch in the famous 9th Street Italian Market of South Philadelphia.  The students loved the quaint historic shops, where they 
purchased food, souvenirs, and even participated in olive oil tastings.  The storeowners loved having the students stop in and some even 
provided history of the market’s origin. 
 

 We are hard at work planning for our spring workshop, which will take place on March 28th, 2015, in Westfield, NJ.  We are  
extremely delighted and honored to present Anna Amoroso, an expert in dual citizenship from the Consul General’s office of Italy in New 
York.  Ms. Amoroso will speak to our AMICI students, alumni, and members of Coccia Foundation about dual citizenship, a topic of 
great interest to all Italian Americans.  We are extremely grateful to Ms. Amoroso for agreeing to address our group on the process of   
obtaining Italian citizenship among those who are eligible.  The Consul General’s office has never participated in a workshop like this, and 
we are excited that they have agreed to be a guest of AMICI della Cultura Italiana.  April 10th, 2015, will mark our 11th annual “Una    
Serata Elegante.”  This is an event with which we have had great success and is a time for all of our AMICI students from both of our 
regions to come together and celebrate the many ways in which they have promoted the Italian culture and language on their individual 
campuses.  Una Serata Elegante is an evening full of good food and fun, Italian music, and traditional dancing.  We are proud to say that 
many engagements and marriages of our alumni have also begun at our Una Serata Elegante tradition. 
 

 The Pennsylvania region will be holding their spring meeting on April 18th, 2015, at the University of Delaware.  We are very 
excited about this meeting because this region has many students that are new to AMICI and have not had the chance to meet one       
another in person.  This is also a chance for the PA region to meet their NJ/NY counterparts and plan their fall 2015 events.  It is always 
exciting when the students meet the Italian professors at the different universities and learn what is unique about each of the prestigious 
partner schools.  On April 25th, 2015, Coccia Foundation is sponsoring a trip to Ellis Island.  Many Italian families began their lives in 
America at that very place, and many of our students have not yet had the opportunity to see this truly amazing piece of American history. 
 

 Our students inspire us; they are articulate, intelligent, and passionate young people of various ethnicities sharing the same      
passion of “all things Italian.”  They are the lifeblood of the future and, with them, our rich culture is in good hands.  We are proud to join 
Coccia Foundation in “Passing the Torch” to future generations. 
 
 
 

Gino Randazzo & Michael Grillo 
Student Liaisons, Coccia Foundation 
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Michael Grillo, 
NJ/NY Regional 
Student Liaison 

Gino S. Randazzo,  
PA Regional  

Student Liaison 



 

 Presented by D’Italia Programs, the magical Italian folk character, La Befana, was spotted flying on her broom on 
January 11th, 2015, at the Bloomfield Children’s Library in Bloomfield, NJ.  Sponsored by Coccia Foundation, the       
storytelling of the elder lady with a kind heart and magic broom was well-attended by children between the ages of 3-11.  
There was also live music and dancing, art and craft activities, and a pizzelle cookie station.  La Befana visited with the 
children after the festivities and presented each of them with a gift.  D’Italia Programs is a community-based, nonprofit 
organization dedicated to Italian American culture and was founded in 1997 by Marylou “Mariuccia” Romano. 

Photos by Vincent Coccia   

The Story of La Befana: 
 

La Befana has been an Italian tradition since the 13th Century and comes from Christian legend.  La Befana was 
approached by the Three Wise Men who asked her to lead them to Baby Jesus but was too busy cleaning up her 
house, so she declined.  Soon after, realizing she made a huge mistake, she gathered a bag and filled it with gifts 
and set off alone in search of the stable where Baby Jesus lay in a manger.  Though she followed the same star as 
the Magi, she was unable to find the stable.  Undaunted, La Befana continues to travel the world over to this day 
searching every house for the Christ child.  On January 6th, the first day of the Epiphany, Italian children hold 
their breath as they search their stockings for a sign that they have been good this year. 

 

“Viva! Viva! La Befana!”“Viva! Viva! La Befana!”“Viva! Viva! La Befana!”   
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 The Christopher Columbus Essay Contest was created for students aged 10-13. Coccia Foundation’s motto is 
“Passing the Torch” to future generations and what better way to accomplish that by holding a writing competition 
about the famed Italian explorer Christopher Columbus, who discovered the “New World” of the Americas on an      
expedition sponsored by King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella of Spain in 1492.  The first annual essay contest was about 
Christopher Columbus and his four voyages. Three students were selected by Coccia Foundation’s Board of             
Trustees.  The winners and their families were invited to a Coccia Foundation Trustee meeting, where they each received 
a Certificate of Achievement and Barnes & Noble gift card, and a luncheon followed in their honor. 
 

1st place - Lauren Conklin | 2nd place - Sarah Xiao | 3rd place - Matteo Mennuti 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The second annual contest introduced more creativity... “You are Christopher Columbus, an experienced but  
unknown seaman, and you have an audience (appointment) with King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella of Spain to make a 
presentation to request a grant to supply ships and funds for a special voyage you have planned.”  Once again, certificates 
and gift cards were presented at a Coccia Foundation Trustee meeting, where a luncheon then followed. 
 

1st place - Spenser Havranek  | 2nd place - Isabelle LaRoche | 3rd place - Nicholas Voltaggio 
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Inaugural 1st Place Winner Lauren Conklin pictured with Coccia 
Foundation 2014 Board of Trustees (L to R): Elisa Coccia, President; 

Joseph Coccia III; Elda Coccia, Founder; Gen Nicastro; Frank       
Bimonte; Michael Grillo & Marisa Coccia Kettelhut (Not Pictured: 
2nd Place Winner Sara Xiao & 3rd Place Winner Matteo Mennuti) 

2nd Place Winner Isabelle LaRoche, 1st Place Winner Spenser  
Havranek & 3rd Place Winner Nicholas Voltaggio pictured with   
Coccia Foundation 2015 Board of Trustees (L to R): Elisa Coccia,  
President; Elda Coccia, Founder; Frank Bimonte; Gen Nicastro;  

Joseph Agresti; Marisa Coccia Kettelhut & Joseph Coccia III 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 The Italian Teachers Association of New Jersey (ITANJ) and the Joseph 
and Elda Coccia Institute at Montclair State University joined forces on March 
26th, 2014, for their seventh annual collaboration of Italian Language and Culture 
Day.  This full day of performances showcased the hard work and creativity of 
middle school and high school students of Italian in a competition of original 
skits – performed exclusively in Italian – around this year’s theme: time travel! 
 

 “Un viaggio nel tempo: ieri e domani” (A Journey in Time: Yesterday and 
Tomorrow) welcomed over 350 students from fifteen schools across the state for 
this unique, all-day event, a signature program of the Joseph & Elda Coccia      
Institute, the academic arm of Coccia Foundation, and ITANJ, under the       
leadership of President Catherine Vignale. Congratulations to all of the marvelous 
students and their dedicated teachers, as well as the outstanding Organizing  
Committee, chaired by Lisa Manfré, Grover Cleveland Middle School teacher. 

 
Middle School Competition 

1st Place: Frelinghuysen M.S. – Skit: Antonio Meucci – Teachers: M. Clatworthy, T. Corsi & M. Raguseo 
2nd Place: Grover Cleveland M.S. – Skit: Il Festival di Sanremo – Teacher: L. Manfré 

 

High School Competition 
1st Place: Columbia H.S. – Skit: Mezzanotte a Roma – Teachers: E. Funari & F. Stadlinger 

2nd Place: St. Peter’s Prep – Skit: Dante Alighieri visita St. Peter’s Prep – Teacher: R. Romano 
3rd Place: Hawthorne H.S. – Skit: Un’invenzione speciale – Teacher: M. Margarucci 
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Elisa Coccia, Elda Coccia & Dr. Mary Ann Re, 
Director of the Joseph & Elda Coccia Institute 

Blue-ribbon panel of judges 

Old Bridge High School Italian 
Class, taught by Steven La Peruta 

Representatives from the winning schools 
pictured with judges and ITANJ officers 

Elda Coccia & Prof. Andrea 
Baldi of Rutgers University 

University Hall Conference Center filled to capacity! Hawthorne High School 
mid-performance 



 According to Howard Edington in his book, “The Forgotten Man of Christmas,” “Joseph took God’s Son into 
his home in Nazareth, thus providing Jesus with a normal, loving family environment in which to grow.”  “Joseph took 
God’s Son into his heart, thus discovering a purpose for his own life within the greater purpose of God.”  In the         
fifteenth century, Pope Sextus IV officially acknowledged March 19, on the Roman calendar, as the Feast of Saint      
Joseph.  Pope Pius XI on the occasion of the Feast of Saint Joseph in 1937 said, “He belongs to the working class and 
bore the burden of poverty for himself and the Holy Family whose tender and vigilant he was.  To him, was entrusted 
the divine child when Herod loosed his assassins against him.  In life of faithful performance of everyday duties, he left 
an example for all those who must gain their bread by the toil of their hands.  He won for himself the title, ‘The Just,’ 
serving thus a living model of Christian Justice which reigns in social life.”  Italy, being the Catholic country it is,         
celebrates March 19th as Saint Joseph’s Day, the Father of Christ who represents all fathers, thus March 19th is Italy’s 
“Father’s Day.” 
 

 Sicily, one of the twenty regions of Italy, is the largest and most populous of the Mediterranean Islands.  Because 
of its geographic location, it has always been used as a stepping stone to and from the European continent.  It was      
considered the “bread basket” of Europe, even in Roman times.  Agriculture and commerce flourished throughout the 
island and by the ninth century, the mountainous land produced such crops as grapes, olives, wheat, and citrus.  In the 
middle age, Sicily saw a time of drought.  There had been no rain for a very long time to nourish the crops that sustained 
the life on the island.  The dried out crops cracked beneath the feet of the peasant farmers (serfs) as they cracked through 
the barren fields.  Only the dust and withered vines remained from what had once been known upon rows of brightly 
colored fruit and vegetables and wheat.  And so, the people prayed to Saint Joseph for relief from the terrible famine that 
gripped the land.  At last the skies opened, sending down life-giving rain water, and the people rejoiced.  For their       
gratitude, they prepared tables of assorted foods they were able to finally harvest.  After praying to Saint Joseph, they  
distributed the food to the less fortunate, thus the tradition of the Saint Joseph Table was born.  Of the Italians who   
arrived in the United States from the 1860’s on, forty percent came from Sicily.  That means that ten million Italian 
Americans have some Sicilian blood.  Whenever a Saint Joseph Altar Table is displayed at an elegant church or a humble 
table, it is an affection of deep devotion to Saint Joseph, the patron of those who are in need: workers, the poor, the 
aged, and the dying.  The Saint Joseph Altar still serves as a reminder today that those who have enjoyed some measure 
of good fortune must share it with those less fortunate. 
 

 Today, it is customary to buy pastries known as “Sfingi” and “Zeppole,” which has replaced Saint Joseph’s Bread 
for most of us – not to mention it is a good excuse to eat pastries during Lent which in the Roman Catholic Church is a 
time of fasting for forty days.  Another legacy of the Saint Joseph Tradition is the giving of the “fava bean.”  Folklore has 
it that during the starving time in Sicily, the peasants subsisted on the only food they had, the fava bean, also known as 
the “broad bean.”  The hearty legume is thus known as the “lucky bean” and is a favorite talisman today.  What follows is 
the prayer to Saint Joseph.  This prayer was found in the fiftieth year of Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  In 1505, it 
was sent from the Pope to Emperor Charles when he was going into battle.  Whoever shall read this prayer or hear it or 
keep it about themselves, shall never die a sudden death, or be drowned, nor shall poison take effect on them; neither 
shall they fall into the hands of the enemy, or shall be burned in any fire or shall be overpowered in battle.  You must say 
for nine mornings for anything you may desire.  It has never been known to fail, so be sure you really want what you ask. 
 

Prayer to Saint Joseph: 
 

Oh, St. Joseph, whose protection is so great, so strong, so prompt before the throne of God, I place in you 
all my interest and desire.  Oh, St. Joseph, do assist me by your powerful intercession, and obtain for me 
from your divine Son all spiritual blessings, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  So that, having engaged here 
below your heavenly power, I may offer my thanksgiving and homage to the most loving of fathers. Oh, 
St. Joseph, I never weary contemplating you, and Jesus asleep in your arms; I dare not approach while He 
reposes near your heart.  Press Him in my name and kiss his fine head for me and ask Him to return the 
Kiss when I draw my dying breath.  St. Joseph, patron of departing souls, pray for me.  
 

Cav. Uff. Joseph V. Scelsa, Ed.D. 
Founder & President, Italian American Museum 
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Always Remembered... Never ForgottenAlways Remembered... Never ForgottenAlways Remembered... Never Forgotten   
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Coccia family pictured with Karen Chamberlain, former 
mayor of Saddle Brook, gathered on a memorial bench in 

UNICO Park in Saddle Brook, NJ, through the fundraising 
efforts of the Saddle Brook Chapter of UNICO 

 

Photo Credit: Joanne Brendal 

Baptismal font in memory of Joseph Coccia, Jr. 
donated to St. Philip the Apostle Church in 

Saddle Brook, NJ 

Cav. Joseph Coccia, Jr. 
1929 - 2013 

MEMORIES ARE A GIFT TO TREASURE, 

YOU LEFT US MANY THAT WILL LAST FOREVER. 

WE MISS YOUR SMILE, YOUR KINDLY WAYS, 

WITH YOU WE SPENT MANY HAPPY DAYS. 

YOUR NATURE WAS SO LOVING AND GIVING, 

YOUR HEART WAS MADE OF PURE GOLD. 

AND TO ALL OF US WHO TRULY LOVED YOU, 

YOUR MEMORY WILL NEVER GROW OLD. 
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 Both the Coccia and Inserra families are proud to announce that the monetary component of the                   
Coccia-Inserra Award for Excellence and Innovation in the Teaching of Italian (K-12) for the academic year 2015 
has been increased to $5,000. 
 

 The Coccia-Inserra Award honors a teacher of Italian at the K-12 level and is donated by Coccia Foundation and 
Mr. Lawrence R. Inserra, Jr.   Founded in 1994 by Joseph and Elda Coccia and now under the leadership of President 
Elisa Coccia, Coccia Foundation aggressively pursues the preservation and promotion of Italian culture, in conjunction 
with its academic arm, the Joseph & Elda Coccia Institute for the Italian Experience in America at Montclair State     
University.  The  Inserra family also contributes significantly to the rich field of Italian American Studies, having         
instituted in 2011 the Theresa and Lawrence R. Inserra Endowed Chair in Italian and Italian American Studies, also 
housed at Montclair State University.  The $5,000 award is to be allocated as follows: 
 

  a) $2500 is to be used exclusively to advance the Italian language and culture curriculum and             
   programming within the recipient’s classroom; 
 

  b) $2500 is to be dedicated to the professional development of the winning teacher (for direct     
   payment of academic fees to an institution of professional development in Italian language and 
   culture at home or abroad). 
 

 For more information including the application process, please contact Dr. Mary Ann Re, Director of the Joseph 
& Elda Coccia Institute, at rem@mail.montclair.edu.  Application Deadline: July 24, 2015. 
 

 

 

Drew University: Victoria Korn & Marra Angelica Tripodi 
 

Hamilton College: Emma Teach 
 

Haverford College: Anna Colon Garcia 
 

Lehigh University: John Galvis 
 

Montclair State University: Emilia D’Albero 
 

Ramapo College: Francesca Simone & Donna Bruno 
 

Rutgers University: Cecilia Schiavo 
 

Seton Hall University: Carmine Lombardi 
 

Stevens Institute of  Technology: Tommaso Di Gesaro 

 

2014 Coccia Foundation Scholarship Winners2014 Coccia Foundation Scholarship Winners2014 Coccia Foundation Scholarship Winners   

 

“Coccia“Coccia“Coccia---Inserra Award” Caps at 5KInserra Award” Caps at 5KInserra Award” Caps at 5K   

See pages 16 & 17 for Sponsored Scholarship Recipients 
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“Il Cinema Italiano” at Ramapo High School“Il Cinema Italiano” at Ramapo High School“Il Cinema Italiano” at Ramapo High School   

 Co-sponsored by Coccia Foundation, “Il Cinema Italiano” is a four-part series held at Ramapo 
High School, where Italian films with English subtitles are screened.  Disney’s Frozen was the third film 
of  the series, and over one hundred guests were in attendance. 

Founder Elda Coccia (left of sign), 
pictured with Signorina Danielle 
McCartan (right of sign) and her   

students of Italian 

Dear Members of the Federation & Coccia Foundation, 
 

I would like to express my utmost gratitude for the Federation’s 
generosity and how honored I was to receive the Cav. Joseph     
Coccia, Jr. Memorial Scholarship.  Having been brought up Italian 
American has allowed me to absorb all that our enriched culture 
beholds.  I will continue to promote the Italian heritage at Stevens 
Institute of Technology and in all that I do.  Furthermore, I will  
instill in my future and family all of the good qualities of being an 
Italian.  Mille grazie per l’onore derivato da radici Italo Americane. 
 

Sincerely, 
Anthony DiGirolamo 

 

Federation of Italian American Societies of NJFederation of Italian American Societies of NJFederation of Italian American Societies of NJ   
   

Sponsors Cav. Joseph Coccia, Jr. Memorial ScholarshipSponsors Cav. Joseph Coccia, Jr. Memorial ScholarshipSponsors Cav. Joseph Coccia, Jr. Memorial Scholarship   

        On June 24, 2014, Pasquale Meola, President of 
the Federation of Italian American Societies of New 
Jersey, presented Anthony DiGirolamo with the 
2014 Cav. Joseph Coccia, Jr. Memorial Scholarship.  
        The Federation has had a longstanding        
relationship with Coccia Foundation working      
together to preserve and protect our wonderful   
heritage. The Federation annually presents a     
Scholarship to a worthy student participating in the 
AMICI program.  After Cav. Coccia passed away, 
the Federation’s Board of Trustees established the 
Cav. Joseph Coccia, Jr. Memorial Scholarship as a 
lasting tribute to a wonderful person, who was a 
mentor, outstanding leader, and champion for     
promoting our great Italian heritage. 
       The Federation’s purpose and goal is to enhance 
public awareness of the Italian American heritage, 
their accomplishments, and culture. Working with 
Coccia Foundation, we encourage and support the 
study of the Italian language in high schools,        
colleges, and universities. We look forward to      
preserving our heritage by supporting and            
promoting the next generation through our       
scholarships. 

Anthony DiGirolamo, award recipient, pictured with (L to R): 
Michael Grillo, NJ/NY Student Liaison; Elisa Coccia; Elda Coccia; 
Pasquale Meola, President; Janine Aiello, Financial Secretary &  

Susan LaMorte, Recording Secretary 
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Golf Classic 
13th Annual Italian Studies 

  Inserra Supermarkets, Inc. 
Grazie Mille to our Title Sponsor 



 

The Estate at Florentine Gardens 
Molte Grazie to our Golf Dinner Sponsor 
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Grazie Speciale to Studio Uno Photography for donating the event’s photos! 
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Tante Grazie to our Sponsors & Donors!Tante Grazie to our Sponsors & Donors!Tante Grazie to our Sponsors & Donors!   



 Over thirty K-12 schools participated in the Student Award Program for promoting and preserving the study of 
Italian heritage, language, and culture.  In addition, over 
100 Certificates of Achievement were handed out to      
students who excel in their Italian studies. Due to the   
continued success of this program, we have expanded into 
the New York School system, in addition to New Jersey.  
If your school offers Italian language in grades K-12 and 
you would like to participate in this unique program, email   
Joseph Coccia III, Coccia Foundation Trustee, at           
josephcoccia3@cocciafoundation.org, or please call the        
Foundation office at 201-712-1010. 

 

Paragano Family SponsorsParagano Family SponsorsParagano Family Sponsors   
   

Student Awards KStudent Awards KStudent Awards K---121212   
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Mercer County Italian American FestivalMercer County Italian American FestivalMercer County Italian American Festival   

      September 2527, 2015 – Rain or shine! 
 

FOOD PIAZZA ▪  ITALIAN MARKET TENT ▪  ITALIAN HERITAGE PAVILION       

BOCCE ▪  CULINARY THEATER ▪  DANCE TENT ▪  AMUSEMENT RIDES          

FIREWORKS SPECTACULAR ▪  SUNDAY MASS 

St. Raymond Elementary School teacher of Italian Silvia 
D’Arco with students who have excelled in Italian studies 

Cultural wall in memory of Cav. Joseph Coccia, Jr. 

For more information, visit their website: www.italianamericanfestival.com 

 

Special thanks to our dear friends, the Paragano 
family, for their tireless efforts in preserving and 
promoting Italian heritage, language & culture! 



 

Fairleigh Dickinson University – Bimonte Family Scholarship 
 

 

 Walter Franks was recommended for the Bimonte Family Scholarship by Gloria Pastorino, Associate Professor 
of Italian and French on the Madison campus.  In addition to the classroom, Gloria met with Walter in Bergamo while 
on sabbatical in Milano.  Walter’s passion is fine arts and he will be pursuing a career in graphic and web design in Italy.  
Professor Pastorino stated that Walter is always eager to learn and that he clearly has a gift for languages with a level of 
commitment that she rarely sees.  Walter wrote in his dissertation, “Italy is one of the most artistic and historic countries 
in the world.  The frescoes and paintings continue to influence my use of color coordination and symbolic choice.  The 
statues, along with the architecture, are so powerful… yet elegant.  Everyday fashion of the Italian people continues to 
influence my artistic perception.” 

 
Ramapo College – Theresa Inserra Memorial Scholarship 

 
  

 Three students were selected by Dr. Rosetta D’Angelo, Professor of Italian Studies and Literature, 
to receive the Theresa Inserra Memorial Scholarship, sponsored by the Inserra family.  Kendall Peterson 
was president of the Italian Club with a major in International Studies and a minor in Italian. Kendell 
has studied abroad in Italy and is planning to work in business in Italy. Gianna Casola was a History 
major and a minor in Italian. Gianna would like to work in Italy in a field related to International Law. 

Angela LaRosa is pursuing a Liberal Studies contract major in Italian as well as a minor in Italian. 
“Angela wants to be a teacher of Italian and is active in the Italian Club,” D’Angelo added. 

 
Rutgers University – Anna & Angela Soriano Memorial Scholarship 

 
 
 

 Karen Ho was selected by the Rutgers University Faculty to receive the Anna 
and Angelo Soriano Memorial Scholarship, sponsored by the Coccia family.  Karen, a 
Masters student, attended the Urbino program last summer. This program gave her the 
opportunity to visit local museums while taking classes in Italian and meeting Italian 
students.  Karen stated, “The coursework I completed was put into action as I observed 
the effects of Italy’s current socio-economic conditions around me during excursions to 
Florence, Ravenna, Siena, San Gimignano, and San Marino. With the help from the  
Anna and Angelo Soriano Scholarship, I will now finish my Masters in Italian 
one semester ahead of schedule and with the added advantage of a Rutgers study 
abroad experience.” 

 
Rutgers University – Clementina & Joseph Coccia, Sr. Memorial Scholarship 

 
 

 Alessandro Vettori, Professor of Italian and Comparative Literature, selected Gabriella   
Bellorio and Eleonora Sartoni to share the Clementina and Joseph Coccia, Sr. Memorial Scholarship 
sponsored by the Coccia Family.  Gabriella, a Ph.D. student, is grateful that she had the opportunity 
to travel to Italy to do research that was crucial for her dissertation project. Serious health           
issues forced Gabriella to stop her research previously and she is extremely grateful to the Coccia 
family “for their kindness and altruism,” which allowed her to complete her research. Eleonora,  
also a Ph.D. student, attended the exhibition, “Pasolini Roma,” in Rome to explore visually the     
author experience in the capital filmmaker and writer.  She continued her love of research at the 
Archivio Pasolini in Bologna to consult his manuscripts of the scripts to search for explicit          
correspondences between Accattone and the Gospels. 

- 16 - 

 

Special Recognition to Our Sponsored Special Recognition to Our Sponsored Special Recognition to Our Sponsored    



 

Seton Hall University – Nicastro Family Scholarship 
 
 

 Chiara Sabino is the recipient of the Nicastro Family Scholarship.  Chiara stated, “Being a first generation Italian 
American, my first language was Italian, newspapers and television were always in Italian, and, because of this, I knew I 
was different from my peers at a very young age.  From the way we celebrated holidays, to the hard time everyone had 
pronouncing my name, to spending my summers in Italy instead of Disneyland, I knew I was Italian and proud.  I was 
always interested in becoming a teacher, but I was positive that my future was in education when I formally took Italian 
in a classroom setting in high school.  My passion in learning how to write and read Italian was such a great experience.”  
Gabriella Romani, Professor of Italian, said that Chiara’s commitment to master the Italian language and learn about the 
richness and complexity of the Italian culture demonstrates her serious engagement with Italian Studies which she has 
chosen for her future career.  Professor Romani is certain that Chiara will make a great teacher of Italian. 

 
Seton Hall University – Dr. Ennio J. Calluori Memorial Scholarship 

 
 

 The Dr. Ennio J. Calluori Memorial Scholarship is the most recent addition to Coccia       
Foundation’s Sponsored Scholarship portfolio.  Dr. Calluori was a dear friend of the Coccia family, 
and we are privileged to  offer a scholarship in his name.  The inaugural recipient, Eric Lavin, a     
sophomore at Seton Hall, was extremely proud to have been selected by Professor Gabriella Romani.  
Eric stated that he was inspired to become an Italian teacher primarily due to his upbringing by his 
“Nonna,” who immigrated from Calabria with his grandfather in 1955 and settled in the Ironbound 
section of Newark.  Eric stated, “From a young age, I appreciated and valued the culture, traditions, 
and customs she brought with her and taught to me as a young child. The contributions that Italians 
have given to the worldwide community for centuries are truly extraordinary and remarkable to say the 

least. It is important to safeguard the efforts and achievements in an area where so many claim Italian or Italian        
American decent.  I hope that as a teacher I will do just that.”  Professor Romani added that Eric is a student with focus 
and is passionate about learning Italian and Italian culture.  The Calluori family is proud to sponsor this scholarship. 

 
St. Joseph’s University – Maria & Ciro Daidone Memorial Scholarship 

 
 

 Dana Mingione enthusiastically stated in her dissertation, “I have been cultivating 
my love of Italian since I was 11 years old.” After completing a semester in Firenze 
(Florence), her dream of immersing herself in Italian language and culture came true.  Dana 
lived with a host family while completing a teaching internship. She is active with the St. 
Joseph's Italian club and helped organize the PA Regional AMICI della Cultura Italiana  
meeting, which they hosted last Fall.  Professors of Italian Paola  Giuli and Kristen Grimes 
selected Dana to be the recipient of the Maria and Ciro Daidone Memorial Scholarship, 
sponsored by the Daidone family.  Dana, who has a dual major in Italian and English,  
started a “Conversation Group” that meets twice a week to chat informally in Italian.  The 
conversation group is run through the Learning Resource Center where Dana works as a tutor of Italian for students in 
classes of all levels. Dana concluded, “I have truly found my home in the Italian language community at SJU.” 

   

   Scholarship Donors and Recipients!Scholarship Donors and Recipients!Scholarship Donors and Recipients!   
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If you would like to sponsor a scholarship in memory of a loved one 
or on behalf of your family at the university of your choice, 

please contact the Foundation office at 201-712-1010. 
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 Una Serata Elegante, or “elegant evening,” celebrated its 10th anniversary at Ravello Ristorante and Catering in 
East Hanover, NJ.  It is a time for students of AMICI della Cultura Italiana to come together and celebrate their love for 
all things Italian.  This year, Mary Sisler, Assistant Professor of Italian at Hamilton College, was selected as Faculty      
Advisor of the Year.  The dancing was certainly the highlight of the evening, and a great time was had by all! 

 

“Una Serata Elegante” Marks Its Tenth Year“Una Serata Elegante” Marks Its Tenth Year“Una Serata Elegante” Marks Its Tenth Year   

Photos by Emilia D’Albero 

Mary Sisler, Faculty Advisor 
and Assistant Professor of  

Italian at Hamilton College, 
NY, being presented a plaque   

for Faculty Advisor of the    
Year by Joseph Coccia III 

Steering Committee, Student Liaisons, and 
Coccia Foundation Trustees pictured with 

Elda Coccia, Founder of Coccia Foundation 

Joseph Coccia III presenting Gino Randazzo, PA 
Regional Student Liaison, with a crystal award of 
appreciation, while Elisa Coccia thanks Michael 
Grillo, NJ/NY Regional Student Liaison, for his 

tireless efforts throughout the year 

Andrea Baldi, Graduate Director of Italian at Rutgers 
University; Mary Sisler; Dr. Mary Ann Re, Director of 
Coccia Institute; Josephine Spina, Teacher of Italian at 

FDU / Teaneck; Joseph Coccia III; Therese Pounds, 
mother of Mary Sisler; Elisa Coccia; Elda Coccia 

Gaetano Sollazzo, Kara Pontrelli, Emilia D’Albero, 
Cecilia Schiavo, Emma Teach, Tommaso DiGesaro, 

Gino Randazzo, Christina Luzzi, Dianne Gencarelli, 
Vincent Calabrese, Danielle Ferrante & Michael Grillo 



 The seventh in a series of annual, professional development programs for teachers of Italian at all levels, 
“Teaching Italian: A Symposium/Workshop for Instructional Materials,” was held on Nov. 14th, 2014, in Montclair 
State’s beautiful Conference Center.  A signature collaboration between the Italian department and the Joseph and Elda 
Coccia Institute, this year’s theme was “(Con)Testo: Perspectives on Literature.”  The format of the all-day program   
included a keynote address by Professor Colleen Ryan of Indiana University, a panel of distinguished specialists         
moderated by Professor Enza Antenos of Montclair State University, and two sets of two-hour, intensive workshops  
presented by Professor Elvira Di Fabio of Harvard University, Professor Nicoletta Marini-Maio of Dickinson College, 
Mirtilli Morgana of Studio Arcobaleno, Professor Anna Rein of Bowdoin College, and Professor Colleen Ryan.  A special 
feature of each symposium is the announcement of the recipient of the Coccia-Inserra Award for Excellence and        
Innovation in the Teaching of Italian (K-12), generously provided by Coccia Foundation and Lawrence R. Inserra, Jr. 
 

Congratulazioni, Barbara Borghi, outstanding teacher of Italian at Pascack Valley High School! 
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2013 recipient of the national Coccia-Inserra Award, Ida 
Nolemi-Lanza (with plaque) of San Pedro H.S., San Pedro, CA, 
flanked L to R by 2010 recipient Rina Miraglia of Ho-Ho-Kus 

Public School, 2012 recipient Maria Abate DeBlasio of         
Palisades Park Jr./Sr. H.S., and 2011 recipient Rosalie          

Romano of St. Peter's Preparatory School 

 

Teaching Italian VII: “(Con)Testo: Perspectives on Literature”Teaching Italian VII: “(Con)Testo: Perspectives on Literature”Teaching Italian VII: “(Con)Testo: Perspectives on Literature”   
   

and Presentation of 5th Annual National Cocciaand Presentation of 5th Annual National Cocciaand Presentation of 5th Annual National Coccia---Inserra AwardInserra AwardInserra Award   

Donors & judges congratulating Barbara Borghi of Pascack Valley High 
School, Hillsdale, NJ, as the 2014 recipient of the Coccia-Inserra Award 
for Excellence and Innovation in the Teaching of Italian (K-12); L to R: 
Prof. Roberto Dolci (Universita per Stranieri di Perugia), Prof. Andrea 
Baldi (Rutgers University), Principal Thomas DeMaio (Pascack Valley 
High School), Dean Anthony Tamburri (Chair, Panel of Judges), Dott. 

Carlo Davoli (Director of Education Office, Consulate General of Italy, 
NY), Elda Coccia, Lawrence Inserra III, Elisa Coccia, Cav. Uff. Joseph 
Sciame & Cav. Mary Ann Re, Ph.D. (Director of the Coccia Institute) 

Elisa & Elda Coccia recognize Prof. Anthony      
Tamburri (Dean, John D. Calandra Italian American 

Institute) upon his appointment as Distinguished 
Professor of European Languages & Literatures 

at Queens College / CUNY 

Congratulating the participants & presenters in (Con)Testo;         
L to R: Joseph Agresti, Elisa Coccia, Elda Coccia, Lawrence     

Inserra III, Kristine Massari, Dean Anthony Tamburri, Dr. Mary 
Ann Re, John Alati, Prof. Teresa Fiore & Cav. Uff. Joseph Sciame 

Dr. Emily Isaacs,   
Associate Dean, CHSS 

at Montclair State 
University, pictured 

with Elda Coccia 
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 Hofstra University hosted a three-day international conference, “Soccer as the Beautiful Game,” in April with the 
support of Coccia Foundation.  Through a generous grant, several scholars from Italy and the UK were named “Coccia 
Foundation Scholars.”  They were Rosario Forlenza (Contursi Terme), affiliated with both NYU and Columbia         
University, John Foot (University of Bristol), Francesca Conti (American University of Rome), and Nicola Porro 
(University of Cassino).  Attending the conference was Natalia Quintavale, Consul General of Italy in New York, and  
Dino Sorrentino, Deputy Consul General of Italy in New York.  The entire program, including soccer legend Pelé      
receiving an honorary degree and other information, can be found at www.hofstra.edu/soccercon. 
 
 
Dr. Stanislao G. Pugliese 
Distinguished Professor of Italian and Italian American Studies, Hofstra University 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Coccia Foundation and the Advisory Board of the Joseph & Elda Coccia Institute for the Italian Experience in 
America would like to express their heartfelt thanks to Dr. Marietta Morrissey, who served as Dean of the College of  
Humanities and Social Sciences at Montclair State University from 2009 to 2014.  In this capacity, Dean Morrissey not 
only served ex officio as a member of the Coccia Institute’s Advisory Board, she participated personally and                   
enthusiastically in all executive sessions and cultural programs organized by the Institute.  A special thanks from our   
Institute’s Director, Cav. Dr. Mary Ann Re, for the Dean’s consistently generous support and guidance.  

 

 When asked recently to reflect on her tenure as Dean of CHSS, 
Dr. Morrissey remarked, “One of the most gratifying aspects of my    
deanship was working with the Coccia Institute and Coccia                
Foundation.  The dedication of the Coccia family to the Italian and Italian 
American heritage in northern New Jersey, working in collaboration with 
Montclair State University, led to academic and cultural programming of 
the highest order.”  
 

 A sociologist, Dr. Morrissey will be returning to teaching and 
scholarly research as she enters this next phase of her professional career.  
Grazie mille ancora una volta, Dean Morrissey.  Your steadfast support of 
and commitment to Coccia Foundation and Montclair State’s Coccia       
Institute was exemplary. 

 

International Soccer ConferenceInternational Soccer ConferenceInternational Soccer Conference   
   

Hosted by Hofstra UniversityHosted by Hofstra UniversityHosted by Hofstra University   

 

Grazie Mille, Dean Marietta MorrisseyGrazie Mille, Dean Marietta MorrisseyGrazie Mille, Dean Marietta Morrissey   
   

College of Humanities & Social Sciences at MSUCollege of Humanities & Social Sciences at MSUCollege of Humanities & Social Sciences at MSU   

Elda Coccia & Dr. Marietta Morrissey 



 Every semester, an AMICI group hosts a student-meeting at a      
participating university sponsored by Coccia Foundation with invited guests 
from Italian and Italian American organizations.  A mid-afternoon lunch is 
held, where topics such as preserving Italian culture, fundraising activities on 
campus, recruiting and retaining student membership, events, finances, and 
future plans are all presented and discussed by the Steering Committee.  
Moreover, representatives on behalf of each university’s Italian Club        
describe their success and provide insight and constructive tips regarding the 
promotion of Italian heritage to all universities in attendance.  The Italian 
Club at Stevens Institute of Technology graciously volunteered to host the 
2014-2015 kickoff meeting, where nine other universities attended. 
 

 The event took place at Bissinger Hall of the Howe Center, which 
provided a panoramic view of the New York City skyline.  A dozen round 
tables were set and decorated representing the patriotic colors of Italy.  The 
meeting was focused around the importance of friendship and preserving Italian culture.  The Stevens Italian Club gave a 
visual presentation about events that were previously held and those to follow later in the year and also explained the 
techniques and methods their club practices to work as a team while also growing together as a family.  Discussed was 
the importance of verbal communication between club members, delegating responsibilities to board members, and    
positive usage of social media to advertise events which will increase attendance and help to provide a successful        
outcome.  Soon after, an abundant lunch of traditional Italian food was served.  After dessert, the meeting was resumed 
with the planning of events to be held the following semester.  These potential events include a trip to Ellis Island, a   
Dual Citizenship workshop presented by a representative from the Consulate General of Italy, and Una Serata Elegante, a 
formal end-of-the-year dinner-dance.  Students of Italian coming together under one roof and brainstorming ideas to 
engage AMICI clubs to promote and preserve Italian heritage, language, and culture was the vision of Cav. Joseph    
Coccia, Jr., founder of Coccia Foundation. 
 

 Special thanks to Stevens Italian Club President Tommaso DiGesaro and Vice President Anthony DiGirolamo 
for hosting the 2014-2015 NJ/NY Regional AMICI kickoff meeting! 
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AMICI della Cultura ItalianaAMICI della Cultura ItalianaAMICI della Cultura Italiana   
   

Hosted by Stevens Institute of TechnologyHosted by Stevens Institute of TechnologyHosted by Stevens Institute of Technology   

Joseph Coccia III, Trustee and AMICI   
Advisor, addressing the AMICI students 

about study abroad scholarships and 
matching funds grants 

Members of AMICI della Cultura Italiana, the student network under the Coccia Foundation umbrella, pictured with  
the Steering Committee: Danielle Ferrante, Kara Pontrelli, Vincent Calabrese, Louis Garzone, NJ / NY Regional  

Student Liaison Michael Grillo, and PA Regional Student Liaison Gino Randazzo 



 
Kearny Man Happiest in the World; Family Arrives After 10 Years; Cobbler’s Home Is No Longer “Empty” 

By: Gabriel S. Pressman 
 

 The crude cardboard sign in the window of the shoemaker shop at 27 Halstead Street, Kearny, yesterday 
read: “Closed Today.  Welcome of my family.”  Today the store was open and its owner, Angelo Soriano, defied 
anyone to prove he wasn’t the happiest man in the world.  His wife Anna and four children had arrived in New 
York from Italy on the Saturday, ending a 10 year separation. 
 

 “It’s a wonderful thing.  It’s a wonderful country.  I’m a very happy man,” Angelo said as he looked at 
his family in the apartment over the store last night.  “This house was so empty without you.”  The Sorianos 
had been separated since the day in 1937 when Angelo left them in Lioni, Italy, where he was born in 1891.  “I 

didn’t know then that I wouldn’t see them again for so long,” said 
Angelo and he beamed at the baby of the family, 10-year-old 
Mafalda, whom he had never seen.  “I wanted to make enough 
money to bring them over too.” 
 

 “Then the war came, and they were stuck there.  I hoped.  
I prayed.  I never stopped praying.”  And he never stopped 
mending shoes.  At dawn yesterday, Angelo went to Pier 84, New 
York, in the little green truck of his nephew, a cabinet maker.  
The nephew, Vincent Aulisi of 28 Seventh Avenue, Newark, said 
he would never forget the scene when after monotonous hours of 
waiting while 1,500 passengers filed off the ship, Angelo saw his 
family for the first time.  Angelo’s eyes filled with tears.  He   
trembled.  Then he embraced his wife and murmured in Italian: 

“Thank you, dear God, for letting me see my family again.” 
 

 Then Angelo didn’t know what to do.  The children, Elda, 14; the twins, Concetta and Nicholas, 17, and 
Mafalda had stayed shyly in the background.  Then Nicholas stepped forward.  He grabbed his father and hung 
on – “It seemed like for half an hour,” Aulisi said.  There was hugging and kissing and not much talking.       
Finally Aulisi loaded the belongings aboard the truck while the family piled into the car driven by Angelo’s 
friend, Alfonso DiPaolo of 86 Windsor Street, Kearny.  Waiting at the Apartment in Kearny was a spaghetti 
dinner with wine and all the trimmings, prepared by Mrs. DiPaolo and Mrs. Mary Maglio.  For days the women 
had been helping to make the five room apartment spotless. 
 

 Soon everyone was digging into the spaghetti and conversation hummed.  Nicholas talked about the 
German   occupation and the Italian boy in a nearby town who was machine-gunned to death for telling that 
the Americans were coming.  None of the children can speak English but Nicholas, hair slicked back and   
handsome face shining, confided that was the first thing he wanted to do. 
 

 “I like mechanical things,” he said, and his father commented, “Maybe I send you to college and make 
you an engineer.”  The girls were a little less talkative.  Concetta said she hadn’t had a chance to absorb New 
York in the brief time before they had been whisked through the Lincoln Tunnel.  “But I was so happy to walk 
into the beautiful home my father had arranged.”  Elda said she liked the Statue of Liberty; she is fond of    
knitting.  Mafalda was too tired to say anything. 

 
– This article appeared in an unidentified newspaper in 1947 – 
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Soriano Family Comes to America in 1947Soriano Family Comes to America in 1947Soriano Family Comes to America in 1947   

Elda Coccia (née Soriano) comes to America         
with her mother and siblings 



 Over 90 AMICI della Cultura Italiana students, under the Coccia 
Foundation umbrella, experienced the fateful day of an ancient Roman City 
during One Day in Pompeii, the latest exhibition at the Franklin Institute.  
Making its Northern American debut, the interactive exhibition examined 
the lives of the residents of Pompeii both before and after the massive 
eruption of Mount Vesuvius in 79 A.D.  The sudden disaster preserved 
parts of Pompeii in volcanic ash including roads, buildings, mosaics, and 
even city residents eerily frozen in their final moments. Since the site’s   
rediscovery and excavation more than 250 years ago, Pompeii has offered 
an ever-evolving glimpse into everyday life during the height of the Roman 
Empire.  The exhibition featured more than 150 authentic artifacts on loan 
from the collection of the Naples National Archaeological Museum.     
Projections, audio, and video displays offered visitors a chance to explore 
city locations including the market, a temple and baths.  In addition to   
fascinating artifacts, the exhibition allowed visitors to experience the deadly 
impact of Mount Vesuvius with a simulated CGI eruption which the     
students thought was the highlight of the exhibit! 
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“One Day in Pompeii”“One Day in Pompeii”“One Day in Pompeii”   
   

Franklin Institute, PhiladelphiaFranklin Institute, PhiladelphiaFranklin Institute, Philadelphia   

       WELCOME COCCIA FOUNDATION AMICI 

Bryn Mawr College students with Professor Mary 
Sisler of Hamilton College — formerly of Bryn Mawr 

AMICI della Cultura Italiana students 

Franklin Institute’s “One Day in Pompeii” exhibit 

Students enjoyed their lunch in the Italian Market 



 

Coccia Foundation 
            “Passing the Torch” 
 

23 Leswing Avenue 
Saddle Brook, NJ 07663 
 

Thank you for bringing our Italian 
culture and heritage into your home. 

SAVE THE DATE! 
 

Monday, June 22nd, 2015 
 

14th Annual Coccia Foundation Italian Studies  
Golf Classic & Golf Awards Dinner 

 

at White Beeches Golf & Country Club 
& The Estate at Florentine Gardens 

 

Golf  Chair: Nick Gagliano 

2014 Coccia Foundation Italian Studies Golf Committee (L to R): Guy Della Monica, Chair; Lou Pandolfi; Marisa           
Coccia Kettelhut; Tom Liquori; Tom Triolo; Nicole Della Monica, Co-Chair; Joseph Agresti; Elda Coccia, Founder;         

Elisa Coccia, President; Joseph Coccia III; Gen Nicastro; Angela Criscuoli; Giuliana Coccia; Mario Milelli;                      
Annie & Tom Daidone, Dinner Hosts/Owners, Florentine Gardens (Not Pictured: Frank Bimonte, Fred Carucci, 

Vincent Coccia, Harold E. Laufeld III, Joseph Nasello, Phil Nicastro & Rudy Valli) 

IN REMEMBRANCE 

 

TRUSTEE, 

FRIEND 

 

AUGUST 18, 1941 — 

APRIL 12, 2014 

 
 

DR. ROBERT O. RUSSANO 


