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Saddle Brook School District Welcomes 
Its First Italian Classes 

 

 For over eleven years, Coccia 
Foundation has been located in Sad-
dle Brook New Jersey.  It was only 
last year that it was realized that the 
Italian language was not being 
taught in Saddle Brook and their 
wheels started spinning.  Mr. Coccia 
spoke to Marilyn Nasello, a member 
of Saddle Brook UNICO, who was 
also a Saddle Brook School Board 
Trustee.  With Marilyn‘s assistance, 
an appointment was made for Elisa 
Coccia, his daughter and Vice Presi-
dent, along with Phil Sergio, Student 
Liaison and Trustee of Coccia Foun-
dation to meet with Dr. Kathryn Fedina, Superintendent of Saddle 
Brook Board of Education, and the seed was planted.  Dr. Fedina and her colleagues embraced the 
idea of bringing Italian into the Saddle Brook School System and one year later, the Italian lan-
guage is being taught to 900 students in grades K-6 throughout three public schools. 
 

 To commemorate this historical moment, a celebration was hosted by Coccia Foundation at 
Carucci‘s Restaurant on December 8th, 2011.  During the luncheon, donations were presented to 
Mr. Mazzini, Principal of Long Memorial School, on behalf of the Saddle Brook School District, 
from Coccia Foundation and the Saddle Brook Chapter of UNICO. 
 

 Wearing a corsage, the teacher of Italian, Professoressa Annamaria Di Modugno spoke 
proudly of her Italian heritage and her desire to teach children the Italian language and the cul-
ture.  Professoressa Di Modugno received her Bachelor of Arts Degree Summa Cum Laude at 
Montclair State University.  She has achieved a Certificate of Outstanding Scholastic Achievement 
and Excellence during her 10 years of teaching and her passion comes through daily.  

 
Continued on Page 2... 

Photo By Rosanna Imbriano 



  
 

 Recently, Joseph and Elda Coccia, Elisa Coccia and Phil Sergio, on two separate occasions, had 
the privilege of being guests in Signorina Di Modugno‘s classroom at the Helen I Smith School.  The 
children welcomed their guests in Italian and spoke Italian during their 20 minute class. When Elisa 
Coccia visited Smith School, the children listened to their teacher telling them of the legend of La Be-
fana.  The children were enthusiastic and repeated Italian words from the story beautifully! This is just 
the beginning.  

For additional photos, see pages 8 & 9... 

 
A Message from Kathryn A. Fedina, 

Superintendent of Schools, Saddle Brook Public Schools 
 

 There are many reasons to teach World Language on the elementary level.  Research suggests that early 
language learning improves cognitive abilities such as improvement of memory, creativity, problem solving 
ability and analytical skills.  Learning another language also gives students a better understanding of their own 
language and culture, and a new viewpoint from which to see others.  As our world grows smaller, it is impor-
tant for us to prepare students to be knowledgeable and sensitive to other traditions and culture.  I believe the 
students in Saddle Brook, at the elementary level, are going to benefit tremendously from the addition of the 
Italian program to the district curriculum. We are very fortunate to have been able to enter into a shared agree-
ment for our Italian Elementary Program.  Without the valued support of the Coccia Foundation and Saddle 
Brook UNICO, this would not have been possible.  Hopefully, in the future we will be able to expand the pro-
gram to the secondary level! 

Continued from Page 1... 

       Born and raised in Molfetta, Italy, in the region of Puglia.  I grew up embraced by 
the Italian culture, values, foods, and scents until I was 16.  My family and I moved to 
the U.S. after our short trip visiting my mother‘s family in New Jersey.  I was just happy 
to be in America, the country I only saw through Hollywood movies and TV series. 
 

       I attended Montclair State University, where I took Italian courses as well as French 
and Spanish, graduated Summa Cum Laude with an Italian major and a Teaching Cer-
tificate.  I worked as an Italian teacher for 9 years in the district of Ridgefield.  I feel 
really blessed to have entered the Saddle Brook District whose community has so kindly 
welcomed the Italian language and culture. 
 

       I thank my Superintendent, Dr. Fedina, and principals for having given me the op-
portunity to pass on the love and passion I feel for my first language and culture.  I will forever be grateful to 
the Coccia Foundation, Saddle Brook chapter of UNICO, and their auxiliary for their generous support. 
 

Annamaria Di Modugno 
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“They Made It Happen!” 

Felix A. Sergio, 
Trustee 

Elisa Coccia, 
Vice President 

Marilyn Nasello, 
Member, Board of Ed 

Kathryn A. Fedina,Ed.D 
Superintendent of Schools 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 Francesco Maria Talò's successor has been nominated. In September New York will wel-
come Minister Plenipotentiary Natalia Quitavalle for her first appointment as Consul General. 
Minister Plenipotentiary Natalia Quintavalle, has been appointed as the new Italian Consul Gen-
eral in New York. The appointment has just been finalized by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The 
new Consul General will officially start on September 5, 2011.  
  
 Minister Natalia Quintavalle was born in Pietrasanta, in the province of Lucca. After 
graduating in Political Science at the University of Pisa in 1981 she then proceeded to study diplo-
macy and passed the examinations for diplomatic service in 1986. 
  
 After having worked at the Directorate-General for the Italian Development Cooperation 
at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, in 1989 she was appointed Italian Consul in Toulouse where 
she experienced her first steps in the delicate and important consular sector. Following this ap-
pointment she was then transferred to Riad where she worked as First Commercial Secretary. 
Back in Rome, in 1999 she was nominated Counselor of the Permanent Mission to the Interna-
tional Organizations in Geneva.  
  
 Minister Quintavalle returns to New York for the second time, having previously worked 
here as First Commercial Counselor of the Permanent Mission to the United Nations from 2004 to 
2007. She currently is Deputy Director-General for Political Affairs and Central Director for the 
United Nations and Human Rights.  In 2009 she was promoted to Minister Plenipotentiary. 

Benvenuta Console Generale 
Natalia Quintavalle ! ! ! 

Hon. Minister Plenipotentiary Natalia Quintavalle, 
Consul-General of Italy in New York 
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Prof. Andrea Baldi (Rutgers University) presenting 
the award to Rosalie Romano on behalf of the Blue 

Ribbon Panel 

Prof.ssa Elissa Tognozzi, Prof. Frank Nuessel, Rosa-
lie Romano, Consul Andrea Barbaria, Rina Miraglia, 

Dirigente Scolastico Antonio Benetti and Rosetta 
Palmeri (Ferrero USA, Inc.) 

The Coccia and Inserra families thank the Blue 
Ribbon Panel (Prof. Marisa Trubiano, Dott. Anto-
nio Benetti and Prof. Andrea Baldi)[missing Dean 

Anthony Tamburri and Prof. Roberto Dolci] 

The Coccias, Inserras, Consul Barbaria, and Blue 
Ribbon Panel congratulating Rosalie Romano 
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2011 Coccia-Inserra 
Award  

for Excellence and 
Innovation in the 

Teaching of Italian 

Lawrence R. Inserra and  
daughter Lindsey Inserra 



 

And the Winner is . . . 
 

 The ―Coccia-Inserra Award for Excellence and Innovation in Teaching of Ital-
ian K-12‖ is presented at the Teaching Italian Symposium and Workshop held in 
October at Montclair State University.  The award is nationwide and the recipient 
is chosen by a Blue Ribbon Panel.   Joseph, Elda and Elisa Coccia along with Larry 
and Lindsey Inserra presented the 2nd annual Coccia-Inserra Award to Rosalie 
Romano, from St. Peter‘s Preparatory in Jersey City, NJ.  The first recipient, Rina 
Miraglia from Ho-Ho-Kus Public School, was also present.  See page 23 for more 
information on the Teaching Italian IV: The New A/P Exam. 

2011 Winner Rosalie Romano and 2010 Winner Rina Miraglia with  
Coccia-Inserra Award donors Lawrence Inserra and Cav. Joseph Coccia, Jr. 
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Thank you Coccia and Inserra families! 
 

Thank you very much for the opportunity to reward and acknowledge the work of teachers of 
Italian (K-12).  This incentive allows current teachers to strive for more as it also brings great as-
pirations to those university students who are planning their profession in this fulfilling career.  
For example, my former student, Alex Ballas, who is currently a student at Montclair State Uni-
versity and a member of Club AMICI, has great dreams of becoming an Italian teacher.  There is 
no salary or award that can give me greater satisfaction, and I am sure that his college professors 
feel the same. 
 
This is why the additional Italian quote added to the plaque, spoken by the beloved, Prof.ssa 
Carbon, means a great deal to me.  I did not know her well, but she did approach me and my 
students to congratulate us last March at the Italian Heritage and Culture contest.  As a matter of 
fact, the warm laughter that Prof. Dini spoke of is heard in the video while my students were 
performing.  Her quote, ―una brava insegnante può cambiare il mondo,‖ encourages me to con-
tinue aspiring and inspiring.  Thank you again. 
 
Sincerely, 
Rosalie Romano, Saint Peter‘s Preparatory 
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Cari Connazionali,   
 

       Mi congedo da voi e dagli Stati Uniti per proseguire, 
nella funzione di Ministro degli Affari Esteri, il mio lavoro 
al servizio dello Stato e rappresentare il mio Paese con l'or-
goglio che ho tante volte visto nei volti e nelle parole degli 
Italiani d'America.   
 

       Colgo l'occasione per rivolgere un caloroso saluto a tutti 
voi, alla comunità italo-americana, ai rappresentanti eletti 
negli Stati Uniti e alle associazioni che hanno appoggiato 
con grande impegno le attività dell'Ambasciata a Washing-
ton e della rete consolare e a tutti gli amici dell'Italia.  

 

       Affronto il nuovo incarico grato e onorato della fiducia concessami dal Capo dello Stato e dal Presidente del 
Consiglio e nella consapevolezza che, nello svolgimento delle mie funzioni di Ministro della Repubblica, potrò 
sempre contare sullo straordinario patrimonio di amicizia e di legami storici, culturali, economici e umani tra l'I-
talia e gli Stati Uniti, che proprio la comunità italo-americana rappresenta al meglio.   
 

       Tantissime le cose fatte insieme. Due i ricordi più forti che porto con me: le celebrazioni di questi mesi in tutti 
gli Stati Uniti per i 150 anni dell'Unità d'Italia, suggellate dal Proclama del Presidente Obama del 17 marzo e so-
prattutto dalla visita del Presidente Napolitano per festeggiare insieme a voi il "compleanno dell'Italia"; il ritorno, 
nel quadro del programma Advanced Placement, dell'insegnamento della lingua italiana nelle aule scolastiche 
americane. Un'eredità, quest'ultima in particolare, che sono certo la comunità italo-americana continuerà a far 
crescere, sostenendo come sempre anche le iniziative avviate in questi ultimi mesi. 
 

Arrivederci. 
 

Giulio Terzi di Sant'Agata  
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Fellow Italians,  
 

       I bid you and the United States farewell as I continue, as Minister of Foreign Affairs, my service for the Gov-
ernment and go represent my country with the pride I have often seen in the facial expressions and I have often 
heard in the words of all the Italians in America.  
 

      At this time I warmly salute you all: the Italian-American community, the elected representatives in the United 
States, the associations that have sustained the activities of the Embassy in Washington and its consular net with 
great diligence, and all the friends of Italy. 
  

       I tackle this new appointment with gratitude for the trust the President of Italy and the Prime Minister have in 
me, knowing that, by acting as a Minister of the Republic, I will always be able to count on the extraordinary heri-
tage of friendship, historical, cultural, economic and human ties between Italy and the United States. Those ties 
that the Italian-American community represents at its best. 
 

       We have accomplished a lot together. I cherish two specific memories: the celebrations held in the past months 
for the 150th anniversary of the Unification of Italy, sealed by President's Obama proclamation on March 17th, and 
most of all by President Napolitano's visit to celebrate with you "Italy's birthday"; and the return of the Advanced 
Placement program and of courses of Italian in American classes. A heritage, I am certain, the Italian-American 
community will continue to help grow, supporting, as always, all the activities started in the last months.  
 

Goodbye, 
 

Giulio Terzi di Sant'Agata  
 

For a biography about Giulio Terzi di Sant‟Agata, see page 19... 

Giulio Terzi di Sant'Agata  
Minister of Foreign Affairs 

Giulio Terzi 



 

 
 
 
 

       The photo was taken on Wed. Nov. 16, in front of the 
Longworth House Office Building on Independence Ave., 
SE in Washington, D.C.  The purpose of the demonstra-
tion was to ask Congress to pass a resolution honoring 
Italy on the 150th anniversary of its unification and also to 
ask Congress to hold a ceremony bestowing the Congres-
sional Gold Medal, posthumously on Constantino Bru-
midi.  
 

       Let it be known that on November 16, 2011, on a rainy 
day in Washington, D.C., five people conducted a demon-
stration in front of the Longworth House Office Building, 
across the street from the U.S. Capitol, protesting the lack 
of a resolution in Congress to honor Italy on the 150th anni-
versary of its birth as a country and also the lack of a Gold 
Medal presentation ceremony for ―The Artist of the Capitol,‖ Constantino Brumidi. (At the time we were doing this -- 11 
AM, the first Apollo astronauts to reach the moon and John Glenn were being presented with their well-deserved Gold 
Medals). 
 

       We have the proof of this demonstration in the attached photograph.  This demonstration was called as the result of 
the lack of results in these two issues after months, of letter-writing and phone-calling. You know about these efforts, as 
I have kept you informed and many of you have engaged in these efforts yourselves. I thank you!  Unfortunately, this 
will not be known as a proud day for Italian Americans as this protest was deemed to be necessary.  How can it be that 
the Congress neglected to honor one of the America‘s greatest allies, in whose country we have vital air and naval bases, 
and whose foreign policy and military commitment mirrors ours in Afghanistan? Is it enough to say President Obama 
issued a proclamation on this matter months ago? No! Congress is the highest body of the Federal government and it 
expresses the will of the American people. It is the proper body to honor Italy. 
 

       Will anyone tell me that by Congress by not voting on such a resolution for Italy, it is doing a good thing for either 
Italy or the U.S.?; that such lack of action shows the strength of the Italian-American community – the fifth largest ethnic 
group in America?; that it shows the strength and effectiveness of our Italian-American leaders in Congress (that is, the 
co-chairs of the Congressional Italian-American Delegation), that it shows the strength and effectiveness of the Congres-
sional Italian-American Delegation (the 34 members of Congress of Italian descent)?; that it shows the strength of the 
two Italian-American organizations with headquarters in Washington? No! – It only shows weakness, political irrele-
vance and a profound lack of passion to do what is right and appropriate. 
 

       What can be done at this late date? 
 

       Call your representative and senators and ask them to introduce a concurrent (House and Senate) resolution recog-
nizing Italy. Also, ask them to contact House Speaker Boehner and tell him to schedule a ceremony for Constantino Bru-
midi, in the Rotunda, ASAP. (Call the Capitol switchboard at 202.224.3121 to be put in contact with your members of 
Congress). 
 

       Write Uff. Joseph Sciame, chair of the Conference of Presidents of Major Italian American Organizations at scia-
mej@stjohns.edu and ask that, in the future, the Conference set the agenda for the Italian-American community and that 
it be the key player in dealing with the co-chairs of the Congressional Italian American Delegation and finally, that the 
Italian American organizations with headquarters in Washington follow the lead of the Conference in dealing with 
members of Congress. The Conference is the only organization that can lead the Italian-American community out of the 
wilderness it now finds itself in. (Mr. Sciame is also the president/chairperson of the Italian Heritage and Culture Com-
mittee of New York, Inc. another topnotch Italian-American organization). 
 

       It is my intention to demonstrate on Capitol Hill, on a regular basis, until these two issues are resolved. I hope some 
of you can join me. Please call or write me for more information. 
 

By Joseph N. Grano 

Joseph N. Grano, President, The Rhodes tavern-DC Heritage 
Society, Nelson Rimensnyder, Nick Monaco and Roberto 

Severino —The Rhodes Tavern-DC Heritage Society 

Italian American 
Protest 
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Italian Studies in Saddle Brook Celebration! 
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Grazie Mille Saddle Brook Board of Education! 



 
 

Programs at Montclair State University 
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MSU Amici Club volunteers Celina Poggiogalle and 
George Clark registering fellow students for screening 

of Visconti’s film Senso 

Prof. Vincenzo Bollettino surrounded by students 
and community members 

Amici Club volunteers Vincenzo Romagnuolo and Victoria 
Buchner with Professors Teresa Fiore and Marisa Trubiano 
(MSU) and Alessandro Vettori following multi-media per-

formance of L’orda (The Horde) 

Annual Coccia Institute professional development con-
ference “Teaching Italian Symposium/Workshop  

Meeting IV: The New AP Italian Exam” 

Teachers fully engaged during roundtable at 
Dr. Elissa Tognozzi’s Workshop 

Dr. Antonio Binetti and students attending 
4th annual “Teaching Italian Symposium/Workshop” 
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Coccia Institute and Department of Spanish and Italian  
Present Fourth Annual  

“Teaching Italian Symposium/Workshops: 
The New AP Italian Exam” 

 

        On October 21st in the Conference Center of University Hall, the Coccia Institute for the Italian Ex-
perience in America, and the Department of Spanish and Italian hosted the fourth in their annual signa-
ture series of professional development programs to foster excellence in the teaching of Italian in the Tri-
State area‘s elementary and secondary schools.  This year‘s event—Teaching Italian: A Symposium/
Workshop for Instructional Materials-- Meeting IV: The New AP Exam: Formazione di docenti e dis-
centi—was dedicated to the memory of Professor Barbara Carbon, a beloved faculty member of MSU‘s 
Department of Spanish and Italian, as well as a member of the Teaching Italian Symposium‘s Organiz-
ing Committee since its inception. In a tribute to Barbara, who had been scheduled to present and con-
duct workshops during this event, and in recognition of her expertise in the field, copies of her posthu-
mously published Italian workbook/lab manual, Sei Pronto . . .  a Cominciare?   were distributed to cur-
rent AP Italian teachers attending the event.  Department colleague Prof. Andrea Dini‘s touching reflec-
tions on ―la Professoressa Carbon‖ moved not only those privileged to have known and worked with 
her,  but all guests in attendance. 
 

        This year‘s focus on preparation for the Advanced Placement Exam in Italian was particularly im-
portant given the recent agreement to reinstate the AP Exam in Italian Language and Culture, the culmi-
nation of a joint initiative by the Italian government, and Italian and Italian American organizations. A 
formal accord was signed just one year ago at the offices of the Consulate General in New York City by 
College Board President Gaston Caperton and  Ambassador Giulio Terzi di Sant‘Agata, then Italian Am-
bassador to the United States.   You may recall that Amb. Terzi, who last month was appointed Italy‘s 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, had delivered an outstanding keynote address on the humanitarian efforts 
of the Italian government to the MSU community in March, 2009.  This year‘s AP Italian-focused sympo-
sium featured two respected specialists in not only foreign language pedagogy but the AP Italian Exam 
itself—Dr. Elissa Tognozzi of UCLA and Dr. Frank Nuessel of the University of Louisville.  Dr. Tog-
nozzi and Dr. Nuessel delivered presentations and conducted workshops specifically designed to en-
hance Italian teachers‘ efforts to prepare students of Italian to succeed in the May administration of the 
reinstated and significantly modified AP Exam. 
 

        An additional highlight of the all-day event was the presentation of the prestigious ―Coccia-Inserra 
Award for Excellence and Innovation in the Teaching of Italian (K-12),‖ a nation-wide award recogniz-
ing the work of the too-often unsung heroes in the classroom.  The 2011 recipient, Rosalie Romano, who 
received her Masters Degree in Italian from La Scuola Italiana, Middlebury College, has been teaching 
Italian at St. Peter‘s Preparatory School in Jersey City since the fall of 2000, and was appointed chairper-
son of its Modern Language Department in the fall of 2009. The Award was presented by Coccia Foun-
dation Vice President Elisa Coccia and Professor Andrea Baldi, Department of Italian, Rutgers Univer-
sity/New Brunswick, who was a member of the distinguished panel who oversaw the Awards process. 
Other members of this ‗blue ribbon panel‘ were  Professor Anthony Tamburri, Dean of the John D. Ca-
landra Italian American Institute at CUNY/Queens College; Dott. Antonio Benetti, Director of Educa-
tion for the Consulate General of Italy in New York;  Professor Roberto Dolci, Universitaˋ per Stranieri 
di Perugia; and MSU‘s own Professor Marisa Trubiano. 
 

Continued on Page 29...        



 

Bill Ronayne presenting the third place check 
(scholarship) to tenor William Davenport at 
the 2011 Mario Lanza Ballo , sponsored by 

Coccia Foundation 

Coccia Foundation presents check to Prof. Jeffrey Gall, in 
support of Spring 2012 Italian Opera Performances—John J. 

Cali School of Music (Coccia Institute Conference Room) 

Coccia Foundation Vice President Elisa Coccia pre-
sents check for Coccia Institute Programming to Dr. 
Marietta Morrissey, Dean of MSU’s College of Hu-

manities and Social Sciences 
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Elisa Coccia presents Michael Nardino, Executive Director of 
the Boys and Girls Club of Lodi/Hackensack with a donation to 

repair the extensive damage caused by Hurricane Irene 

Semi-annual meeting of Conference of Presidents of Major 
Italian American Organizations during NIAF’s Gala Weekend 
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Bryn Mawr Italian Club and  
Department Forge New Connections 

 
 Last month the College‘s undergraduate Italian club and the Italian Department hosted more than 40 
students and professors of Italian, along with representatives of the Italian Consulate in Philadelphia, at a 
regional meeting of the AMICI DELLA CULTURA ITALIANA, a network of student groups sponsored by 
the Coccia Foundation—an association dedicated to the active preservation of Italian culture and studies in 
the United States with lectures, seminars, music, cultural events, and scholarships for majors and/or minors 
of Italian. 
 

 At the meeting, the foundation recognized Associate Professor and Chair of Italian Roberta Ricci, 
Professor Emeritus of Italian Nicholas Patruno, and Italianiste club president Vicky Lopez ‘13 with certifi-
cates of appreciation for their contributions to the promotion and preservation of Italian culture. 
 

 At the  November meeting, students from Italian clubs at Bryn Mawr, the College of New Jersey, 
Saint Joseph‘s University, Temple University, the University of Delaware, Wesley College, and Villanova 
University gave presentations about their activities, curriculum, and programs of Italian in the states of 
New Jersey and Pennsylvania. Presenting on behalf of Bryn Mawr students were majors and minors of Ital-
ian: Lopez, Gillian Diffenderfer, Allegra Flechter, Zoe Guastella, Josephine Nyame, and Maya Zhang. 
 

 Featured speakers included Patruno and Paola Ebranati, the director of the Italian Consulate‘s edu-
cational office. According to Ricci, Bryn Mawr is working with the consulate on the possibility of establish-
ing an internship program for majors and minors of Italian who have returned from study in Italy after the 
junior semester or summer program. 
 

 Ricci says: ―This would be an exciting opportunity to strengthen the program of a language —       
Italian—that continues to be one of the few registering growth. The number of students in the Italian in the 
United States has increased in the past five years and is expected to continue to grow, according to the re-
cent statistics provided by American academic organizations including the Modern Language Association, 
the American Association of Teachers of Italian, and the Association of Departments of Foreign Languages.‖ 
 

 The Bryn Mawr Italian club, Le Italianiste di Bryn Mawr, is in its second year of membership in the 
Foundation‘s AMICI group and is planning to move forward to enhance language learning in collaboration 
with their faculty advisor. 
 

 The Coccia Foundation offers funding for study abroad in Italy, special scholarships for the study of 
Italian language and culture, field trips and events celebrating Italian culture, and funding for extracurricu-
lar activities for AMICI member organizations. 
 

 ―Belonging to the AMICI allows us to expand the opportunities available to our students by estab-
lishing relationships with other departments of Italian and Italian studies around the region,‖ says Ricci. ―It 
helps gives students a sense of belonging to a community of people who are interested in Italian culture, to 
nurture their curiosity and deepen their knowledge about Italy. The Italian Department at BMC takes pride 
in the fact that those students who have elected to continue with graduate work in Italian have been admit-
ted to the most prestigious graduate programs in the country. Many of these students were given full-
tuition fellowships and teaching assistantships. BMC students of Italian have also been recipients of prestig-
ious literary awards (e.g., American Association of Teachers of Italian) for their essays written in the upper-
level literature courses.‖ 
 

 

by Claudia Ginanni 
Originally Published on “Inside Bryn Mawr Blog” 
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 It is always an honor and a pleasure for the New Jersey Italian and Italian American 
Heritage Commission (NJIIAHC) to hold its fall meeting at the Coccia Institute at Mont-
clair State University (MSU).   Among the Agenda items mentioned at the session on 27 
September 2011, were the following: 
 

 Collaboration with the Executive Directors of the state AMISTAD and Holocaust 
commissions at the NJ Department of Education (DOE).  Establishment of the commis-
sion‘s new office at the DOE and its new website and newsletter.  Coordination with the 
Italian Consulates in Philadelphia, Newark and New York.  Reinstatement of the Board of 
Academic Advisors including MSU‘s Dr. Nancy Carnevale.  It includes a Youth Group 
and teachers of Italian at the high school level.  Demonstration of cooking on television for 
a Columbus Day Celebration in Trenton.  Presentation of a full-day program with a visit-
ing Gruppo Folklorico from Sicily, and an interview on NJ Today  during the 5-hour Co-
lumbus Day Parade in New York city. 
 

 Dr. Nancy Carnevale, assistant professor of history at MSU, spoke of her new book  
titled, ―A New Language, A New World.‖    It was subsequently agreed at the meeting 
that Dr. Carnevale would be a guest speaker at the commission‘s annual Congress.  Dr. 
Joseph Sciame National President of the Conference of Presidents, and a Board of Aca-
demic Advisors member, helped publicize the commission‘s Congress to celebrate the 
150th Anniversary of the Unification of Italy: Achievements of Italian Americans from 
1861-2011. 
 

 The NIAF has been a significant supporter of the commission and continues to pro-
mote, ―The Universality of Italian Heritage‖ curriculum.  The Italian Consulates and the 
Zimmerli Art Museum coordinated the Congress with a new, exciting exhibit titled ―Two 
Venetian Masters: Canaletto and Domenico Tiepolo.‖  Over 300 attendees were at the 
Congress, in which Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of the United States, Samuel A. 
Alito, Jr., gave the keynote address.  OSIA  promotes our curriculum in ―Italian America,‖ 
and highlights one of our lesson plans in each issue.  We post a ―Lesson of the Month‖ on 
the commission‘s website: njitalia.nj.gov. 
 

 Through the collaboration of the NJIIAHC with the Coccia Institute, we can ensure 
our cultural heritage is preserved, promoted and valued.    Together, we can accomplish 
much more.  ―L‘Unita‘ Fa la Forza!‖  

 

 
By Cav. Gilda Rorro Baldassari, Ed.D. 

Chair, NJIIAHC 
Honorary Vice Consul for Italy in Trenton, Emerita 

Consular Correspondent 

New Jersey Italian and Italian American Heritage Commission 
Meeting at Montclair State University 
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NJIIAHC 
Meeting  

Held at 
MSU 



- 18 - 

 

Saddle Brook UNICO Christmas Celebration 



- 19 - 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Continued from Page 6... 
 

 

 The newly appointed Minister of Foreign Affairs is Giulio Terzi di Sant‘Agata, who moves from the pres-
tigious role of Ambassador of Italy to the United States in Washington to the top of the Farnesina. His Excellency 
has been called to be part of Mario Monti‘s executive administration, succeeding Franco Frattini, Italy's Foreign 
minister in the Berlusconi Cabinet.  The newly appointed Minister of Foreign Affairs is Giulio Terzi di Sant‘Agata, 
who moves from the prestigious role of Ambassador of Italy to the United States in Washington to the top of the 
Farnesina. His Excellency has been called to be part of Mario Monti‘s executive administration, succeeding Franco 
Frattini, Italy's Foreign minister in the Berlusconi Cabinet. For Terzi, his return to the Farnesina as a minister repre-
sents the completion of a long diplomatic career where he has played key roles in some of the major appointments 
of Italian diplomacy. 
 

 Born in Bergamo in 1946, Giulio Terzi di Sant‘Agata got into diplomacy in 1973 after having earned a law 
degree at the University of Milan, specializing in international law.  He assumed his responsibilities as Ambassa-
dor of Italy to the United States on Oct. 1, 2009. Before this appointment Terzi‘s most recent overseas posting was 
as ambassador of Italy to Israel (2002-04). According to The Washington Diplomat, ―he previously served as Italy‘s 
permanent representative to the United Nations, where he also headed the Italian Delegation to the Security Coun-
cil, which Italy had joined as nonpermanent member, for the 2007-08 terms. Security Council reform, Afghanistan, 
humanitarian intervention and protection of civilians in armed conflicts were among the major issues that Ambas-
sador Terzi focused on during his presence on the council. He had served in New York on a prior occasion, from 
1993 to 1998, as first counselor for political affairs and later as minister and deputy permanent representative to the 
United Nations. 
 

 Prior to his latest New York assignment, Ambassador Terzi served in the Foreign Ministry in Rome as dep-
uty secretary-general, director-general for multilateral political affairs and human rights, and political director. 
During those four years, his responsibilities included major international security and political issues, especially in 
the framework of the U.N. Security Council, the U.N. General Assembly, and the U.N. Council on Human Rights, 
as well as the Council of the European Union, NATO, the G-8, and the Organization for Security and Cooperation 
in Europe. He also advised the foreign minister on international security, focusing on the Western Balkans, the 
Middle East, Afghanistan, East Africa, nuclear proliferation, terrorism and human rights. During his initial two 
years at the Foreign Affairs Ministry, Ambassador Terzi served as a protocol officer.‖ 
 

 Before then (in 1975), he was posted as first secretary for political affairs at the Italian Embassy in Paris. 
This was followed by a return to Rome (in 1978) as a special assistant to the secretary-general, and an appointment 
in Canada to serve as economic and commercial counselor. He served in Canada for almost five years, a period of 
important growth in economic and high-tech cooperation between Italy and Canada.  Ambassador Terzi then re-
turned to Rome (in 1987) to serve first at the Department for Economic Affairs, focusing on high technology ex-
change, and later as head of one of the Offices of the Department of Personnel and Human Resources. His follow-
ing foreign assignment was to NATO in Brussels, where he was political adviser to the Italian Mission to the North 
Atlantic Council in the immediate aftermath of the Cold War, German reunification, and the first Gulf War. 

Ambassador Giulio Terzi di Sant'Agata delivers keynote address 
(onhumanitarian efforts of the Italian government) to MSU  

community members; March 31, 2009 (University Hall) 

Amb. Terzi (and Dott.ssa Antonella Cinque) being congratulated by 
Coccia Foundation and UNICO members at post-lecture reception; 

March 31, 2009 (University Hall Conference Center) 

Giulio Terzi di Sant'Agata: Biography 



 

A Trio of Events Celebrating the 150th Anniversary  
of the Unification of Italy 

 

      A series of well-received events presented 
by the Inserra Chair in Italian and Italian 
American Studies, the Coccia Institute for the 
Italian Experience in America, and the Amici 
della Cultura Italiana marked Montclair State 
University‘s recognition of the 150th Anni-
versary of the Unification of Italy. 
 

      Two important films set in the Risorgi-
mento period by renowned Italian director 
Luchino Visconti were offered on September 
19th and October 17th in Dickson Hall‘s 
Cohen Lounge.  A component of Dr. Teresa 
Fiore‘s course curriculum in ―Contemporary 
Italian Cultural Studies,‖ the screenings of 
Visconti‘s Senso, and his more widely known 
epic masterpiece, Il Gattopardo, were opened 
to the academic community and the commu-
nity at large.  The historical and cinematic 
contexts for this pair of films were set by 
Prof.ssa Fiore, Theresa and Lawrence R.    
Inserra Chair in Italian and Italian American 
Studies.  Animated and provocative Q&A 

sessions followed the screenings.  In the discussion of Senso, Prof. Fiore was joined by Spanish and Italian De-
partment colleague, Prof. David Del Principe.  The wide-ranging and compelling Q&A session for Il Gat-
topardo was moderated by another colleague, Prof. Vincenzo Bollettino, who had also impressed the MSU 
community in a September 2009 presentation hosted by the Coccia Institute on Italian Immigration to Latin 
America. 
 

 Starring Burt Lancaster and Claudia Cardinale and awarded the Palme D‘Or in 1963 at the Cannes 
Film Festival, Visconti‘s cinematic adaptation of Giuseppe Tomasi di Lampedusa‘s novel Il Gattopardo pro-
vides a lush and sweeping overview of the Risorgimento period.  Senso, produced nine years earlier, illumi-
nates other aspects of this poignant historical period via Visconti‘s sensitive unfolding of a tragic love story 
set during the Austrian occupation of Veneto. 
 

 Turning to our third and final event marking MSU‘s recognition of the 150th Anniversary of the Unifi-
cation of Italy, a particularly poignant, as well as engaging, highlight of the fall season, was the multi-media 
show entitled, L‘orda (The Horde): Stories, Songs and Images of Italian Emigration, sponsored and beauti-
fully organized by Prof. Teresa Fiore.  Directed by ethnomusicologist Gualtiero Bertelli and performed by La 
Compagnia delle acque, with the special participation of distinguished Corriere della Sera journalist  Gian 
Antonio Stella, L‘orda‘s moving story of Italian emigration from the post-Unification period to the 1970s, 
adapted from Stella‘s 2002 best-seller of the same title, was enriched by compelling archival images and 
evocative music performed on traditional instruments.  A collaboration with MSU‘s History Department, the 
John J. Cali School of Music and the Coccia Institute for the Italian Experience in America, L‘orda was pre-
sented in the Cali School‘s elegant Jed Leshowitz Recital Hall to a full house of students, faculty and commu-
nity members.  As passionately discussed during the reception following the performance, hosted by the  
Coccia Institute in Russ Hall‘s Kops Lounge, the performance stirred personal memories--some beautiful, 
some bittersweet, for so many of the guests, which they eagerly shared in small groups throughout the 
memorable evening. 
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The Theresa and Lawrence R. Inserra Chair in Italian and Italian 
American Studies with the co-sponsorship of Coccia Institute, the John 
J. Cali School of Music and the History Department at MSU, presented 

L'orda (The Horde): Stories, Songs and Images of Italian emigration 
directed by Gualtiero Bertelli and performed by La Compagnia delle 

Acque with the special participation of Gian Antonio Stella.  
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Attendees at Various 
150th Anniversary Events 
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Hamilton Township Celebrates Columbus Day 
 

 Throughout the year, the Township displays the flags of several nations at the request of local 
ethnic organizations to honor the many ethnic groups that make up Hamilton Township and have so 
greatly contributed to the community.  The Italian flag raising ceremony, at the request of the Mercer 
County Italian American Festival Association, continues this longstanding tradition.    
 

 Prior to the Italian Flag Raising, a brief ceremony was held at the steps of the Township Munici-
pal Building and included the singing of the Star-Spangled Banner and Italian National Anthem by 
Nottingham High School student, Joanna Caruso, remarks from John Scarpati, President of the Mercer 
County Italian American Festival Association, and the acknowledgment of Mercer County Freeholder 
Pasquale ―Pat‖ Colavita and Nina DeBiase Melker of the Bank of Princeton – the 2011 Co-Grand Mar-
shals of the Columbus Day Parade.  Several other members of the Mercer County Italian American 
Festival Association, local dignitaries and elected officials were in attendance, along with students 
from both Professor Frank A. Campione‘s Nottingham High School class and students from Green-
wood Elementary School.  
 

 The Township‘s Italian Flag Raising Ceremony precedes the annual Columbus Day Parade, 
which was held on Sunday, October 9, 2011.  The parade began at Nottingham Way and Shady Lane, 
continued down Nottingham Way to Mercer Street, and concluded at Nottingham Fire Company. All 
members of the community were invited and welcomed to attend the parade. 

Nottingham High School Italian teacher, Professor Frank A. Campione, (front left, grey suit), joins (from left to 
right) Mercer County Freeholder and 2011 Columbus Day Parade Co-Grand Marshal, Pasquale “Pat” Colavita, 
Hamilton Township Mayor John Bencivengo, Mercer County Italian American Festival Association President, 

John Scarpati, and Bank of Princeton Senior Vice President and 2011 Columbus Day Parade Co-Grand-
Marshal, Nina DeBiase Melker, and is surrounded by Professor Campione’s Nottingham High School Italian 

Class following Hamilton Township’s annual Italian Flag raising ceremony.  
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NJ/NY Region: AMICI Honors 
Dr. Joseph Scelsa at  

Westchester Community College 

 

Alumni Corner 
 

Danielle Ferrante „06 — FDU, Madison 
 

Former President of AMICI group.  Started the first 
Festa Italiana on campus and, as a result, she attained 
an internship and later job at Precision Sports Enter-
tainment.  ―If not for the Italian Club,  I probably 
would have never found the job and career I wanted.‖ 

 

Jennifer Alamia „07 — FDU, BFA 
 

After graduating FDU, she returned to school to receive 
her Web Design Certificate and is currently working as 
a Graphic Designer for an Italian Home Theater Furni-
ture Company in Morganville, NJ.  Visit her website:  
www.JenniferAlamia.com  

 

Michael Grillo „08 — Rutgers 
 

Teacher at Most Sacred Heart of Jesus School in Wal-
lington, NJ.  Continuing his studies at William Paterson 
University in ESL. 
 

Michael Russo „08 — Rutgers 
 

Currently attending Seton Hall Law School.  
 

Toni Anne Corsi — „09 Drew; „11 M.A. Drew 
 

Earned Masters degree in teaching Italian in May 2011.  
Currently employed teaching Italian  and very much 
enjoying ―passing the torch‖ to her 7th graders at 
Frelinghuysen Middle School in Morristown, NJ. 

 

Frank Sedita — „09 Drew; „11 M.A. Drew 
 

Upon receipt of his Masters in Italian, he was immedi-
ately employed as a teacher of Italian at Morristown 
High School.  Frank very much appreciates the support 
of the Coccia Foundation and is a proud AMICI stu-
dent. 

 

Christine Sarrafin „09 — FDU, Teaneck 
 

Attends Westchester College, Chester, PA, studying for 
her MA. 
 

Christian Midgley-Di Geronimo „10 — Temple 
 

Graduated with a minor in Italian and is currently 
teaching in Salerno for the past two years. 

 

Vincent Calabresi „11 — NJIT 
 

President of AMICI group for 2 years; Masters of Sci-
ence degree in Engineering Management; and Bache-
lor‘s degree. 
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MSU-Coccia Institute 
Welcomes  

Italian American 
Heritage Club of  

Hunterdon County 
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High School Awards — Our Newest Initiative 
 

“Language is the culture, and culture is the language” 
 

 Coccia Foundation has selected 28 high schools that teach Italian to participate in our pilot pro-
gram of rewarding students, through their schools, who are presently learning the Italian language.  
The teachers will develop the criteria, make their selection and inform us of their choice, along with a 
brief description about each recipient.  We hope to encourage the students‘ appreciation for Italian cul-
ture as well as their thirst to learn more about the language and to deepen their knowledge of/fluency 
in the language. 
 

 Offering monetary awards to high schools that offer the Italian language fits perfectly within 
our mission of promoting an appreciation for Italy‘s history to the young people who wish to emerge 
in institutions of higher education, with the hope that they will continue to maintain the Italian legacy 
into perpetuity in both their professional and personal lives. 

 

 
 
 

Buon Anno 
a tutti ! ! ! 



 The Monti government is now officially in charge. After swearing in the President of the Republic Giorgio 
Napolitano in the Quirinale Palace, Monti went to Palazzo Chigi to meet former Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi 
for the official handover.  Monti‘s team counts no politicians, and the number of ministers has been reduced from 
23 to 17. The average age of the government has been raised from 55 of the resigning one to 63.  The ministers, all 
coming from the world of academia, civil service and banking, are renowned professionals in their respective sec-
tors. Three of the appointed ministers are women. They will cover key functions such as Interior, Labor and Wel-
fare and, for the first time in Italian history, Justice.  Former European Union Competition Commissioner Monti 
will also be the interim Minister of Economy, personally assuming the responsibility of intermediating with the 
European institutions, who are observing the transition to the new technocratic government with close attention.  
The appointed ministers have all been chosen according to a stringent criteria of professional excellence for their 
executive duties. 
 

 Economic Development, Infrastructure and Transportation have been assigned to Corrado Passera, 56 
years old, and a graduate of Bocconi University like Mario Monti. Passera is an experienced manager who has had 
executive positions in some of the most important Italian corporations (Mondadori, Cir, Gruppo Editoriale 
L‘Espresso), he has been the chief executive of Banco Ambrosiano Veneto, and of Poste Italiane, Italy‘s postal ser-
vice. Since 2002 Passera has been the chief executive of Italy‘s largest retail bank, Banca Intesa San Paolo.  Defense 
has been assigned to Admiral Giampaolo Di Paola, 67 years old, who was the President of NATO‘s Military Com-
mittee since 2008. He got the news of his appointment during an official visit to Kabul, Afghanistan. Earlier in his 
career, Di Paola has also been Chief of Defense staff, Defense Secretary General and National Director of Arma-
ments.  Anna Maria Cancellieri is the Minister of the Interior. She is 67 years old and is a graduate in Political Sci-
ence. She is the second woman in the history of Italy to be appointed to the Ministry of the Interior after Rosa 
Russo Iervolino in 1998.  Cancellieri has been a Prefect in Genoa, Vicenza, Brescia, Bergamo and Catania, and a 
month ago she was appointed Commissioner for the Municipality of Parma, with the duty of reining in the finan-
cial dislocation of the council in charge. 
 

 Giulio Terzi di Sant‘Agata, former Ambassador of Italy to the United States, is the new Minister of Foreign 
Affairs. Terzi is 65 years old. He has been the Chief of the Italian delegation to the United Nations Security Council 
from August 2008 to September 2009. In 2002 he was the Ambassador of Italy to Israel, a role he kept until 2004. He 
has also served in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Rome as Vice Secretary General, being very active in the fields 
of multilateral security, human rights and relations with international bodies such as the European Council, the 
NATO, the UN and the G8. Elsa Fornero, the new Minister of Labor and Welfare, Social Policy and Equal Opportu-
nities, is a professor of Political Economics at the University of Turin. She is Vice President of the Surveillance 
Council of Banca Intesa San Paolo and a professor in the Ph.D. program in Economics at the University of Turin. 
She also teaches at the University of Maastricht. Her first challenge as a Minister is to reform pensions. Francesco 
Profumo, former President of the National Council of Research (CNR), is the new Minister of Education. He is an 
engineer and a professor of Machines and Electrical Activation at the University of Bologna. He was formerly a 
member of the administrative board of Unicredit Private Bank, Il Sole 24 Ore, Fidia Spa, Telecom and Pirelli. Since 
2005 he has been the Dean of the Politecnico di Milano. 
 

 Lorenzo Ornaghi is the new Minister of Cultural Heritage. He received the news of his appointment while 
teaching his Political Science class at Università Cattolica in Milan, where he has been Dean since 2002. A student 
in his class tweeted the farewell words of the professor, who said he was sorry to interrupt the lesson, and that his 
was not a goodbye but a temporary parting. Since 1998 Ornaghi was a member of the administrative board of the 
newspaper Avvenire. He is also the Editor-in-Chief of the scientific magazine Vita e Pensiero, and he is a member 
of the scientific committees of several other academic publications. Mario Catania is the new Minister for Agricul-
tural and Forest Policies. 

 
Continued on Page 28... 

The Who's Who of the Monti Government 
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“PASSING the TORCH” 

 

Quote from Dr. Frederick Gardaphe 
 

“Thank you, Cav. Coccia, for lighting so many torches!” 

Saddle Brook's K-6 Italian teacher, Professoressa Annamaria DiModugno 
"Passing the Torch" to her first grade students at Helen I Smith School about the  

Legend of La Befana in a PowerPoint presentation.  You could see her  
contagious smile and passion reached every single student!! 



Continued from Page 26... 
 
 He previously held the position of Chief of the Department for Agricultural and Forest Policies of the Min-
istry that he is now in charge of, and he has been a member of the Italian Permanent Delegation to the EU in Brus-
sels. Paola Severino is the appointed Minister of Justice. She is the first woman in the history of the Italian Republic 
to be assigned such a role. Severino is a renowned lawyer who has defended, among others, former Prime Minister 
Romano Prodi. She also defended Cesare Geronzi and Francesco Caltagirone in the Cirio trial, and the Union of 
the Jewish Communities against former SS officer Erich Priebke. Severino is the Vice Dean of LUISS Guido Carli 
University in Rome, where she has been a professor since 1987. From 1997 to 2001 Severino has been the Vice 
President of the Council of Military Bench. She also worked in the staff of Giovanni Maria Flick, former President 
of the Italian Constitutional Court. 
 

 The Undersecretary to the Presidency of the Council is Antonio Catricalà, former President of the Italian 
Antitrust Authority. He is a professor of Consumer‘s Rights Defense at LUISS Guido Carli University, and he has 
taught Private Law in the Law faculty of Tor Vergata University in Rome.  Corrado Clini is the new Minister of 
Environment. He has worked in the Ministry of Environment since 1990 and he was in charge of the Division for 
Sustainable Development, Climate Issues and Energy. He is a Senior Researcher at Harvard University and he is a 
member of the scientific committees of several publications. He has represented Italy in several international con-
ferences on climate and energy: in 1995 he has coordinated the management of the second meeting of the Intergov-
ernmental Panel on Climate Change, whose works led to the ratification of the Kyoto Protocol. He is 64 years old. 
Renato Balduzzi is the new Minister of Health. He is a professor at the University of Western Piedmont and at Cat-
tolica University in Milan. From 1989 to 1992 he has been Counselor of the Ministers of the Defense, and from 1996 
to 2000 he has also worked with former Minister of Health Rosy Bindi as the President of the Ministerial Commis-
sion for the healthcare reform. He is the President of AGENAS, agency responsible of healthcare services for the 
Italian Regions. 
 

 Enzo Moavero Milanesi is the new Minister of European Affairs. He is a lawyer and he collaborated with 
Mario Monti in Brussels for nine years since 1995. He is currently a judge in the European Court of Justice in Lux-
emburg. In 2002 he was nominated Adjunct Secretary General of the European Commission.  The new Minister of 
International Cooperation and Integration is Andrea Riccardi. Riccardi is the founder and leader of the Commu-
nity of Sant‘Egidio, a catholic movement promoting peace and intercultural dialogue. He is a renowned historian 
and a professor of Contemporary History at Roma Tre University. In 2003, Time Magazine listed Riccardi in its 
chart of the Top 36 Modern European Heroes. Piero Gnudi is the appointed Minister of Tourism and Sports. He is 
a member of the Administrative Board of Unicredit and he is a member of the Executive Committees of Assonime, 
Aspen Institute, and the Council for the Relations between Italy and the United States. Previously, he has been the 
President of Rai Holding, IRI, ENEL, Locat and Astaldi. 
 

 The new Minister of Territorial Cohesion is Fabrizio Barca. Currently the head of the Department of Devel-
opment Policies in the Ministry of Economy, Barca has been a professor in several Italian universities (University 
of Siena, Bocconi, Tor Vergata in Rome, University of Urbino, University of Modena). In 1999 he was the president 
of the Territorial Policies Committee of the OECD, and he has previously worked at Banca D‘Italia as territorial 
director. Piero Giarda is the new Minister of Parliamentary Relations. He is an Economics graduate with an inter-
national academic curriculum: from 1965 to 1969 he was a student at Harvard and Princeton University. In 1970 he 
was a Visiting Professor at Harvard University. He is in charge of the Laboratory of Monetary Analysis at Univer-
sità Cattolica in Milan. He has been a consultant to the Presidency of the Council and to the Ministry of Finance, 
and from 1995 to 2001 he was State Undersecretary to the Ministry of Treasury. Giarda is also the Vice President of 
the Fondazione Milano per la Scala. 

 
By Francesca Giuliani 
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The Who's Who of the Monti Government 
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Cav. Joseph Coccia, Charles Russo,    
Joseph Agresti, and scholarship            

recipient Sara Conforti 

Cav. Joseph Coccia at  
Garabaldi-Meucci Museum with OSIA 

President Joseph Di Trapani 

Steven LoIacano, Cav. Joseph Coccia, 
and Vincent LoIacano enjoying  

reception at Yogi Berra Museum 

 

Continued from Page 11... 
 

 The beautiful plaque presented to Ms. Romano—inscribed with Una brava insegnante può 
cambiare il mondo! (i.e., a great teacher can change the world!)—was accompanied by a generous 
$2000 check from donors Joseph Coccia and Lawrence Inserra, to be used for the development 
and implementation of language and culture programs in Ms. Romano‘s classroom.  The mem-
bers of the Teaching Italian Symposium Organizing Committee—Profs. Enza Antenos-Conforti, 
Andrea Dini and Steven LaPeruta; Coccia Institute Director Dr. Mary Ann Re, and Program Stu-
dent Assistant Victoria Buchner—were gratified to receive feedback on the workshop from Dr. 
Andrea Baldi, Professor of Italian, and former Italian Department Chair, at Rutgers University.  
Dr. Baldi who has participated in the Teaching Italian program over the last several years noted: 
 

        ―Your symposia have played a crucial role in fostering the pedagogic competence of teach-
ers of Italian in the Tri-State area. During the Symposium, I had the pleasure to talk to several of 
our former MAT students, who are currently teaching at the K-12 level. They were delighted to 
have the opportunity to advance in their profession through your series, and expressed the wish 
that these meetings will continue to strengthen their abilities and provide them with educational 
stimuli, keeping their knowledge in tune with progress in the field. They now feel more self-
assured and ready to confront the AP Exam. I am sure that further meetings will help them to 
feel even more supported and inspired.‖ 
 

        He concluded with commendations ―for such a ground-breaking initiative, which fills a void 
in the formation of our teachers of Italian.  Congratulazioni vivissime.‖  Complementing and re-
inforcing Dr. Baldi‘s comments were those from the high school teachers in attendance, many of 
whom were ‗repeat customers‘ from previous workshops. Following are a few remarks, repre-
sentative of the feedback received from symposium participants: 
 

        ―Fabulous teaching strategies!! Things to give to my students to help them grow confident 
that they can succeed on the AP.  I can‘t wait for next year!  It is always a pleasure to be around 
Italian speakers and share ideas that motivate students and teachers alike!  I look forward to this 
every year.  Grazie, grazie!!‖ 
 

By Dr. Mary Ann Re 
Director, Coccia Institute 



 

Mille Grazie from the Coccia Family ! ! ! 
 

       Looking back and reviewing all of our accomplishments, it would never have happened 
without the dedication of our members, friends, and, most of all, our supporters.   
 

 Our AMICI della Cultura Italiana groups are growing. 
 Our high school award programs are fast increasing. 
 Our Institute signature programs are also growing.  

 Join us in ―Passing the Torch‖ to future generations! 
 

       A special thanks to Rudy J. Valli and Dr. Robert O. Russano, winners of a special raffle for 
benefit of the Italian Programs at Coccia Institute at MSU, for donating back the winning purse. 

 

Your financial assistance is needed and welcomed! 
 

 Coccia Foundation is offering open membership to all those who wish to actively par-
ticipate in preserving, protecting and perpetuating our rich Italian culture and heritage for 
the benefit of  future generations.  
 

 As an official member of the Coccia Foundation, you will be first to learn about our 
newest and most exciting programs. You will be eligible to attend Coccia Foundation spon-
sored music and stage performances, lectures and seminars and other cultural events.  In ad-
dition, you will enjoy our discount network from a number of fine Italian Restaurants and 
businesses.  Grazie mille! 
 

To become a card member, complete the form below.  
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
 

NAME _______________________________________________________________________  
 

ADDRESS_____________________________________________________________________  
 

CITY ____________________________________ STATE ___________ ZIP_______________  
 

PHONE _____________________FAX___________________CELL______________________  
 

E-MAIL_______________________________________________________________________  
 
 

   ______ FAMILY  $ 55   ______ ORGANIZATION  $ 125 
$ ______ DONATION         ______ CORPORATE        $ 250  

 

Make checks payable to:   COCCIA FOUNDATION  
                Mail to:                 23 Leswing Avenue 

              Saddle Brook, NJ 07663  
 

Visit www.cocciafoundation.org or call 201-712-1010  
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Save the Date ! ! ! 
 

The 2012 Italian Studies Golf Classic 
will be held on 

Monday, June 25th, 2012. 
 

Register your participation early! 
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Thomas Daidone, Coccia Foundation Trustee, standing over his wife Ann, 
his family and friends at a recent 150th Italian Anniversary event. 

 

 

Visual Editor  —  Vincent Coccia 

Italian Language and Culture Day, “La Canzona Italiana” / A Collabora-
tion of Italian Pop Music — University Hall Conf. Center; March 30, 2011 



 

Coccia Foundation 
            “Passing the Torch” 
 

23 Leswing Avenue 
Saddle Brook, NJ 07663 
 

Thank you for bringing our Italian 
culture and heritage into your home. 

Cav. Joseph Coccia, Jr., greeting President, 
Glenn Pettinato, to Coccia Institute at 

Montclair State University  

Frank Cannata, UNICO Italian Studies Chair, presents donation 
to Cav. Joseph and Elda Coccia and Dr. Mary Ann Re 

President Pettinato pointing to Salvatore Benvenuti, 
Executive Administrator, locating his family’s hometown 

Dr. Mary Ann Re delivers Presidential guest 
lecture at UNICO National Convention 

at Arlington, VA — August 2011 


