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We are happy to report that our 2026 La Befana event was very well attended and is one
of the many ways that we continue promoting our rich Italian heritage, language and
culture. Legend holds that three wise men visited La Befana on their journey to
Bethlehem. After initially declining, she set out to find the Christ Child. Her journey has
come to symbolize generosity and the spirit of giving. An afternoon was filled with
Italian traditions, arts & crafts, and an informal audience—participating passion play.

One of our unique programs offer awards to students in kindergarten through high school
who are excelling in their Italian Studies, sponsored by the Paragano Family Foundation.
We also offer the Coccia-Inserra Award for Excellence and Innovation in the Teaching
of Italian K-12. The Coccia-Inserra Award, which was established in 2010 by our
founders Elda and Cavaliere Joseph Coccia, Jr. in collaboration with the Inserra family,
in which the recipient may utilize 50% for professional development and 50% to advance
their school’s Italian language and culture curriculum and programming.

Last year, we awarded over $50,000 in scholarships to students who Majored or Minored
in Italian Studies, most of which was utilized for study abroad in Italy. If you would like
to establish a “sponsored scholarship” in your family’s name or in memory of a loved
one, please contact Elisa Coccia at elisa@cocciafoundation.org for more information.

To renew your membership, kindly complete the form below and return it with your
check made payable to Coccia Foundation for 2026 in the enclosed envelope or make
your payment online by visiting our website at www.cocciafoundation.com -
MEMBERSHIP.

Once again, we are grateful for your loyal support. Our founders, Joseph & Elda, would
be delighted that we are continuing their legacy in promoting and preserving. “all things
Italian.”
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